MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT STURRY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, 38 HIGH STREET, STURRY 

ON WEDNESDAY 7 APRIL 2010

	PRESENT: Cllrs. G. Holden, (Chairman),  J. Williams,  and  G. Batter,  
                    Cllr. P. Topley, S. Dann and Cllr. R.E.Harradine 

	
	
	

	Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. Tony Austin and one member of the public.
Mick Drury from Brett Drury Beck Partnership and David Jarman from Hobbs Parker spoke about the very early stages of possible development in the Broad Oak area. 

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45pm.

	
	
	

	2384
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. Bradley (family illness)

	2385
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	Cllr. J. Williams declared an interest in Min.2395 of these Minutes and stated that she would like to contribute to the purchase of bluebell bulbs.

	2386
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 March 2010 and the Annual Parish Meeting Minutes held on 23 March 2010 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2387
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	
	None.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
A member of the public spoke about a safety barrier at the children’s play area in Park View and traffic calming in Park View. Min. 2393 (a) and (b) of these Minutes refer.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2388
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	Dist. Cllr. Austin informed the Council that Canterbury City Council has decided that Parish Council’s will not be asked to accept management of the public toilets for the time being.

	
	b)
	Dist. Cllr. Austin informed the Council that the proposal for the delivery of re-cycling sacks is that three deliveries, rather than four, will be made annually and that people may register for double that amount and perhaps larger families may get even more.

	
	c)
	Dist. Cllr. Austin is working on Open Spaces s.106 monies and informed the Council that they may be able to put in for some of it when the decision is made.


	
	d)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh said that funding was available for play area safety.

	
	e)
	County Cllr. Marsh asked for the Council’s comments on the Local Development Framework consultation.
Action: Clerk to forward.

	
	
	FINANCE

	2389
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2390
	
	REVIEW OF INVESTMENTS

	
	
	The Clerk reported that the Council hold £160,486.81 in a National Savings Investment Account. This is a Government scheme and is safe. The interest rate is currently 0.30%. Last year interest on the account totalled £5,985 and this year it is £719.  Lloyds TSB will offer 1.25% interest fixed for 1 year, or 2.35% fixed for 2 years. In addition if the Council transfers to the Lloyds account they will offer a 100% discount on bank charges which will save the Council £220 p.a. The Clerk was also asked to look into transferring some money from the Lloyds Business Account into the Fixed Interest Account for a shorter period of 3 months.
RESOLVED:  To close the NSI account and transfer the money totalling £160,468.81 to a Lloyds Fixed Interest account for two years.

Action: Clerk to arrange. 

	2391
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	An invitation to a public meeting organised by PACE – Working Towards a Sustainable Canterbury - has been received to discuss alternatives to the Local Development Framework. The meeting be held on Wednesday 14 April at 7.30pm. at the Friends’ Meeting House, 6 The Friars, Canterbury
Action: Cllr. Holden will attend.

	2392
	
	CHAIRMAN’S AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS

	
	a)
	A written report was received from Cllr. J. Williams on the AGM that she attended as the Parish Council representative to the Sturry Over 50’s Group. 

	
	b)
	A written report was received from Cllr. P. Topley on the Canterbury District Parish Forum that he attended on 27 February 2010 as the Parish Council representative.

	
	c)
	A written report was received from Cllr. G. Holden on the Aire sur la Lys Twinning Association meeting that she attended recently as the Parish Council representative.

	
	d)
	A written report was received from Cllr. R.E. Harradine on the Change 4 LIFE Seminar that she attended on 26 February 2010 as the Parish Council representative.



	2393
	
	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MATTERS

	
	a)
	Park View Play Area Safety Barrier
Members of the public at the Annual Parish Meeting asked the Council to do something to prevent children from running into the road from the play area. The Council decided that, rather than lock the gate, as requested, a better solution would be to put a safety barrier on the inside of the gate.

Park Leisure has quoted for a red safety barrier, 684mm x 1500mm in size at a cost of approximately £250 plus £650 to install in front of the gate inside the Park View play area. (Total approx. £900). Andy Batt has quoted approx. £180 to install. (Total approx. £430).

RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Park Leisure for £250.00 for delivery of the safety barrier and to accept the quotation from Andy Batt for £250.00 for installation of the barrier.
Action: Clerk to write to contractors.

	
	b)
	Traffic Calming Measures
Members of the public at the Annual Parish Meeting asked for traffic calming measures along Park View and Popes Lane. Cllr. Topley has been investigating 20mph. speed limits in Canterbury and read out a list of 20mph zones in Canterbury which had similar conditions as Park View. It was AGREED to ask Kent Highways to look into implementing a 20mph zone for the whole Park View estate.
Action: Clerk to speak to Kent Highways.

	
	c)
	Elector’s Committees
The Parish Council appealed, in the Parish Council magazine and at the Annual Parish Meeting for members of the public to come forward to form a Donations Committee, Events Committee and a Community Hall Committee. It was AGREED that the Events Committee could not be formed because only two people signed up. The Donations Committee would be formed as four members of the public signed up. The formation of a Community Hall Management Committee would be put on hold, for the time being as only four future hall users signed up.
Action: Clerk to write to local groups to invite them to join the Community Hall Committee and to arrange a meeting of the Donations Committee. 

	
	d)
	To report on and discuss other matters
A member of the public at the Annual Parish Meeting asked about waiving fees for burials of children.
Action: The Cemetery Fees review will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting as the Cemetery Superintendent was unable to attend this meeting.

	2394
	
	CEMETERY MORTUARY WORKS

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept a quotation from W. Palmer for £195 to clean the gutters of the Cemetery mortuary building, paint exterior and door, remove grills, replace batons and paint windows.
Action: Clerk to write to contractor.


	2395
	
	BAKERY GREEN BULB PLANTING

	
	
	Cllr. Williams offered to donate £23.90 for the purchase of 75 bluebell bulbs to be planted on Bakery Green, Mill Road. John Caddick has quoted £20.00 to plant 225 bulbs.
RESOLVED: To purchase a further 150 bulbs at a cost of approximately £60.00 to plant on Bakery Green and in the Centenary Woodland.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to ask Contractor to plant 150 bulbs on Bakery Green on the edge of the woodland and around one of the trees and to plant 75 bulbs in the Centenary woodland.

	2396
	
	DOG WALKING AREA, PARK VIEW 

	
	
	The Clerk reported that a turf protect path (plastic matting) for the dog walking area approximately 1m x 200m would cost approx. £1,600.00 to lay inclusive of delivery & labour. The Council AGREED that this was too expensive and decided not to pursue it. 

	2397
	
	ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

	
	a)
	CPRE

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the membership subscription to the Campaign to Protect Rural England costing £29.

Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	
	b)
	KALC 
RESOLVED:To renew the membership subscription to the Kent Association of Local Councils costing £1,030 + VAT

	
	
	Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	
	c)
	BTCV 

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the membership subscription to the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers costing £35.00.

Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	
	d)
	ACTION WITH COMMUNITIES IN RURAL KENT MEMBERSHIP

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the membership subscription to Action with Communities in Rural Kent costing £35.
Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	2398
	
	OLD SCHOOL CLOSE PARKING

	
	
	A letter has been received from a resident living at 1, Old School Close who is concerned that cars parking on a daily basis on Sturry Hill directly outside his front door is a dangerous practice. He has requested that the area is made into a no parking zone.

Action: Clerk to pass on to Kent Highways and write to the resident.

	2399
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/00129/ADV Erection of two totem pole display boards

                               Wealden Forest Park, Canterbury Road, 

                               Sturry                                                        GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/10/00156/FUL  Basement and single storey extension 

                               to rear of  dwelling

                               2 Tollgate Cottages, Sweechgate

                               Broad Oak, Sturry                                    GRANTED

	
	c)
	CA/10/00279/FUL  Erection of steel framed agricultural building

                               Hawcroft Farm, Hawe Lane, Sturry          GRANTED 



	2400
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/00356/FUL  Erection of detached nursery block

                               Junior Kings School, Church Lane, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application. 

	
	b)
	CA/10/00371/FUL  Conversion of garage into additional accommodation

                               47 Blackthorn Road, Hersden, Sturry

It was AGREED to object to this planning for the following reasons:

· There is already a parking problem on the Chislet Gardens Estate

· Chislet Gardens Estate is subject to a parking restricted covenant.
Action: Clerk to write to Steve Musk, CCC Development Service

	
	c) 
	CA/10/00098/FUL  Two storey extension to rear of dwelling

                               16 The Poplars, Hersden, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	2401
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that she has suggested to the Spires Academy Citizenship Teacher to form a Sturry Youth Council with the help and support of the Parish Council. The Teacher is very enthusiastic and will meet with the Clerk after the Easter holidays to discuss this further.

	
	b)
	Cllr. Topley reported that Rodney Williamson from KALC had emailed him to inform him that he will be meeting with prospective candidates for the post of Chief Constable and that it would be a good opportunity to put to them any concerns, or issues that he could raise on the Council’s behalf.

Action: Clerk to write to Rodney to say that more police presence is needed in rural areas and that cover should be arranged for Police and PCSOs who are off sick, or on leave.

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 21 April 2010 at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………


PAGE  
5

