MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE HERSDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, THE AVENUE, 

HERSDEN ON WEDNESDAY 3 MARCH 2010

	PRESENT: Cllrs. G. Holden, (Chairman),  J. Williams,  and  G. Batter, S. Dann 
                    Cllr. P. Topley and Cllr. R.E.Harradine 

	
	
	

	Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. T. Austin and 30 members of the public

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

	
	
	

	2351
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. Bradley (family illness)

	2352
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.

	2353
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 February 2010 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2354
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	
	None.

	2355
	a)
	CA/10/00232/FUL
Proposed 25 plot gypsy caravan site including 
                                 mobile homes, touring caravans and utility sheds




Hoplands Farm, Island Road, Herden, Westbere





(for information as neighbouring Parish) 

Cllr. Topley informed members of the public that he and the Clerk attended an extraordinary meeting of Westbere Parish Council last night which was attended by approximately one hundred people. Westbere Parish Council voted to object to this planning application.
County Cllr. Alan Marsh spoke about legitimate planning considerations.



	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
Six members of the public gave various objections to the planning application (Min. 2254 of these minutes)
A straw poll was taken which was unanimously against the planning application.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2356
	b)
	CA/10/00232/FUL
Cllr. Topley summed up the planning considerations from Sturry Parish Council’s perspective as a neighbouring Parish.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To fully support all of Westbere Parish Council’s objections and to object to this planning application on traffic grounds:
· There would be a significant adverse effect on the already busy single carriageway A28 in terms of the potential number of vehicles that will be generated to and from the site. There is already a substantial new housing development in Hersden. Lakesview 

Business Park is continually expanding generating more and more heavy industrial and domestic traffic. The site is situated adjacent to the A28 main road between Canterbury and Thanet and the large number of additional cars and caravans accessing and egressing the site would add considerably to the congestion.
· The access road is adjacent to bus stops on either side of the main A28 and as such there are health and safety implications.

· A further consideration is that the Strategic Housing Availability Assessment  states that any development in Hersden has fundamental sustainability problems.
Action: Clerk to write to Nick Davies, CCC Development Services

	2357
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	District Cllr. T. Austin re-iterated that all objections to the gypsy site planning application must be on planning grounds such as the SSSI, ecology, infrastructure, effect on schools, pollution, remoteness.

	
	b)
	District Cllr. Austin reported that it is very hopeful that conditions will be put on the Bretts Park & Ride Bus Depot to prevent the buses turning left.

	
	c)
	Dist. Cllr. Austin reported that the City Council has approved the budget for this year.

	
	d)
	Cllr. Topley asked if the District Cllrs. had got any further with the Parish Council’s request that s.106 monies should be allocated to Parish Council’s from any new developments built in the Parish. Dist. Cllr. Austin replied that this was ongoing and that he would reply in writing to the Council’s letter.

	
	e)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported that he had a top level meeting with the East Kent Primary Care Trust and East Kent Foundation and presented them with a 22 item agenda. He reported that policies on health will change enormously post election. One agenda item was to examine the potential of not charging for the use of hospital car parks for patients and visitors.

	
	f)
	County Cllr. Marsh reported that Council Tax was at its lowest percentage at 2.1%, equating to 41p. per week per household. There will be no loss of service in any area and savings would be made through natural job wastage.

	
	g)
	County Cllr. Marsh reported that a new pothole procedure was passed last week which will come in to force from April 2010. This includes the use of local companies in local areas. Parish Councils will have the ability to lobby so that the work is up to standard. There are many potholes which have been only temporarily filled because of the freezing weather. These will be rectified after April when the weather improves.

	2358
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Batter and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	
	c)
	To receive the accounts for the third quarter to December 2009

	
	
	The budget is on target. The accounts were received. 


	
	d)
	Internal Auditor’s Report

	
	
	The Internal Auditor’s report for the half year up to 30 September 2009 was received.

	2359
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes. 

	
	
	It was AGREED that the telephone report should include all reports notified to Kent Highways.

	2360
	
	LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN RESPONSE

	
	
	Cllr. Topley prepared a comprehensive written summary of the Plan and the draft response which was APPROVED.

	
	
	Action: Cllr. Topley to send the final response to the Clerk for forwarding.

	2361
	
	KALC PLANNING INFORMATION DAY

	
	
	An invitation has been received to the KALC Planning Information Day to be held at the Lenham Community Centre on Saturday 13 March 2010 from 10am to 4pm. The cost, per delegate is £60+ VAT.

RESOLVED: That Cllr. S. Dann would attend.

Action: Clerk to book and raise cheque. 

	2362
	
	DOG WALKING AREA

	
	
	A request has been received from a resident of Sleigh Road for a narrow cinder path to run along one side, or in the centre, of the dog walking area in Park View because it is very muddy at this time of year.
Alternatives, such as laying paving stones, or shingle were discussed.

RESOLVED: Not to do the work because a cinder path, or shingle would not be effective and the cost of laying a paving stone path would be too expensive.

Action: Clerk to write to resident. 

	2363
	
	HIGH STREET STURRY BOLLARDS

	
	
	Requests have been received from residents via Angela Pullen (Warden) for four bollards to be erected in Sturry High Street by Library Green, for safety reasons, due to lorries and vans parking there when delivering. The Clerk has asked Kent Highways to look into feasibility (Ref: 10405331).
RESOLVED: To arrange to erect the bollards if Kent Highways agree.

	2364
	
	BAKERY GREEN ADVERTISING BOARD

	
	
	Several local businesses have asked for permission to use the new Bakery Green advertising board to advertise their businesses for a small fee. The Clerk reported that the Council would have to apply for advertising consent.
RESOLVED: To use the board only to advertise local village events as originally planned.

Action: Clerk to inform the local businesses that enquired.

	2365
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/00279/FUL
Erection of steel framed agricultural building




Hawcroft Farm, Hawe Lane, Sturry
It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.


	2366
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that she had a site visit with Park Leisure and the floodlighting contractor. The Multi Use Games Area will now be started in April. The contractors have a backlog of work due to the recent winter weather.
The Contractors have asked if the spoil could be put on the slope towards the woodland. The area would be made good with grass seeds. This was AGREED.

EDF has confirmed that the cost of installing a meter to the street light to supply the floodlights would be approximately £1,500 and that the procedure would take 12-14 weeks. The Council has received written confirmation from CCC to take a supply from street lighting column No. PBO 007 on Park View. The Clerk is looking into an alternative supply which would cost nothing.
Action: Clerk to put his item on the next agenda.

	
	b)
	It was reported that Parish Council’s will no longer act as distribution points for recycling sacks due to a change of policy by Canterbury City Council. Residents will receive one roll every 3 months and will be able to register for an extra roll if needed. The Clerk is waiting for a confirmation letter from Canterbury City Council.

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 17 March 2010 at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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