MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH   MEETING 

HELD AT STURRY JUNIOR SCHOOL, PARK VIEW, STURRY 

ON WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH 2010

	
	
	

	PRESENT: G. Holden (Chairman), J. Williams, P. Topley, , G. Batter, 

                    R.E. Harradine.
Also present were Liliana Jokic (the Clerk), Carol Outred (Admin Assistant/Cemetery Superintendent, County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. Tony Austin, P.C. Robin Macalpine-Downie, P.C.S.O’s. Lisa Williams, Kelly Greenwood, KCC Rural Community Warden for Sturry and Broad Oak, Angela Pullen and 54 members of the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm



	1
	
	CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

	
	
	The Chairman, Cllr. Gabrielle Holden welcomed everybody and gave a short overview of the agenda.

	2
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. B. Bradley and S. Dann 

	3
	
	CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT & FINANCIAL REPORT
The Chairman’s annual report and summary of accounts are appended to these Minutes.

	PRESENTATION
Simon Belton, Risk Response Officer for the Kent Fire & Rescue Service showed a film and gave a presentation on general fire safety in the home and services available to residents in the parish.  Simon left leaflets and application forms for free 10 year smoke alarms that the fire service fit into people’s homes.
THERE FOLLOWED A BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS
The public were given the opportunity to meet the Parish, County and District Councillors, visit the KCC Rural Community Wardens and P.C.S.Os stand and participate in the “silent auction” of a vacuum cleaner. 

	
	
	

	4
	
	PARISH COUNCIL ACHEIVEMENTS

	
	
	Cllr. Glynis Batter referred to the “You Asked We Did” list, given out to the public with the agenda and financial summary. The list of Parish Council achievements is appended to these Minutes. Cllr. Batter also said that the Parish Council is appealing to the public to form an Events Committee, Donations Committee and a Community Hall Management Committee which would be fully supported by the Parish Council. Items 6, 7 and 8 of these Minutes refer.  The list is appended to these Minutes.

	5
	
	ELECTORS OPEN FORUM

(Notes on questions and statements from the public)

	
	i
	A member of the public asked why the Multi Use Games Area had not yet been erected. It was explained that the delay was in obtaining a grant from Viridor and 
registering with ENTRUST which was a long process. The winter weather also delayed the project because the contractors had to deal with a backlog of work. 

	
	ii
	The same member of the public asked why the SYACCFC monies given to the Parish Council had not been mentioned. The Clerk said that a full list of monies received for the MUGA will be printed in the June Parish Council magazine.

	
	iii
	In answer to a question about when the floodlights for the MUGA will be switched off it was reported that it was anticipated that they would be switched off at 10pm. in the evenings.

	
	iv
	A member of the public asked for details of the Parish Council’s Earmarked Reserves. The Clerk answered that the full list would be included as part of the Chairman’s Report in the June Parish Council magazine along with the full budget for 2010/2011.

	
	v
	The Councillors expenses, especially an amount of £159.40 attributed to one Councillor, was questioned. It was explained that Sturry Parish Councillors voted not to take advantage of a Councillors annual allowance of over £1,000 each and that the Councillors were doing their work without any pay. They are entitled to out of pocket expenses and this particular claim related to three events were transport was shared.

	
	vi
	Several members of the public said that they were concerned about speeding cars along Park View which is adjacent to the children’s play area and suggested that speed humps are put along the road. The Clerk said that this would be looked into along with some possible interim measures. A barrier outside the gate had been looked into previously, but Kent Highways was unable to put one in because the width of the path was too narrow.

	
	vii
	A member of the public suggested that the Parish Council started a petition for the speed humps. The Clerk said that she would look into the possibility of speed humps with Kent Highways.

	
	viii
	P.C. Robin Macalpine-Downie said that most of the culprits were local parents and youths and if residents inform him of dates, times and registration numbers he will arrange for the area to be targeted for speeding.

	
	ix
	Two members of the public were against certain types of speed humps and one suggested a 20mph. limit instead as they have in Westbere.

	
	x
	A member of the public asked the Parish Council to waive the fees for the burial of children in Sturry Cemetery. The Clerk said that the Cemetery Fees review is an agenda item for the mid April Parish Council meeting and that the Cemetery Superintendent has already prepared her report including recommendations. When pressed for an instant decision the Clerk said that it was a matter for the whole Council to decide at a meeting.
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	APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORS’ DONATIONS COMMITTEE

	
	
	Cllr. Holden was appointed on 17 March 2010 by the Parish Council as the Parish Council’s representative on the Elector’s Donation Committee pending the formation of a Committee at this meeting. Cllr. Holden’s speech notes are appended to these Minutes. 


	7
	
	APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORS’ EVENTS COMMITTEE

	
	
	Cllr. Williams was appointed on 17 March 2010 by the Parish Council as the Parish Council’s representative on the Elector’s Events Committee pending the 
formation of a Committee at this meeting. Cllr. Williams speech notes are appended to these Minutes.

	8
	
	APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORS’ COMMUNITY HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

	
	
	Cllr. Batter was appointed on 17 March 2010 by the Parish Council as the Parish Council’s representative on the Elector’s Community Hall Management Committee pending the formation of a Committee at this meeting. Cllr. Batter’s speech notes are appended to these Minutes.

	9.
	
	ELECTOR’S OPEN FORUM

	
	xi
	Referring back to speed humps along Park View and children’s safety it was suggested that the gate to the play area is padlocked and that another gate on the playing field is used for entry. It was also suggested that a petition should be set up in Sturry School and that it is advertised in the Parish Council magazine.

The Parish Council will, in the meantime look into interim measures.

	
	xii
	It was pointed out that the fence on the footpath leading to the Centenary Woodland next to Broadlands has been vandalised and there are sharp edges sticking out. The Clerk explained that this used to be the responsibility of the developers, but because Canterbury City Council did not adopt the bank nobody wants to take responsibility for it. The Clerk will, however, report the problem again to the City Council.

	
	xiii
	A member of the public stated that certain areas, for example the old filling station on the Island Road, were an eyesore and could the Parish Council do anything to speed up the building process. It was explained that the delay in building was because the developers of the site had been refused planning permission to build 35 houses, had gone to appeal and immediately lodged another planning application for 14 houses. 

	
	xv
	A resident of Popes Lane asked the Council to think about setting up another petition for Popes Lane which is being used as a rat run.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.10 p.m. 

	

	
	
	                                          Signed …………………………………….     

                                                       Chairman

                                              Date …………………………………….  
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