MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT STURRY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, 38 HIGH STREET, STURRY
ON WEDNESDAY 7 OCTOBER 2009

	PRESENT: Cllrs. G. Holden, (Chairman), J. Williams,  P. Topley,  B. Bradley, 
                   G. Batter, and R.E. Harradine.

	
	
	

	Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh and two members of the public.

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

	
	
	

	2219
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. R. Fullbrook (family commitments) and Dist. Cllr. T. Austin.

	2220
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	Cllr. Bradley gave the Clerk an amended Declarations of Interest Form which also included that she is now Director of Norman House Kent Ltd., Ashford.

Action: Clerk to send to CCC.

	2221
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 September 2009 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2222
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Dissolution of the SYACCFC (SPC 16/9/09 Min.  2207 (a) refers) Following a letter written to the committee the Clerk  had a meeting with the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary who gave her a Receipts and Payments sheet to 31/7/2009. A total of £1,480.88 was returned by them to sponsors including Greenfield’s the SOFG, McGloughlins, Bretts and Vikings.  
Action: Clerk to write to the SYACCFC.

	
	b)
	Speed Signs ((SPC 16/9/09 Min.  2216 refers). Broad Oak Farm Shop is willing to put one sign out 2-3 times p.w. and a resident in Popes Lane has agreed to do the same with another sign. Cllr. Topley will put one sign out near the telegraph pole in Shalloak Road on the corner near the sharp turn. This sign will be freestanding and will be put out on a permanent basis.

	
	c)
	7-a-side Goal Posts, Park View (SPC 2/9/2009 Min.2190 (c) refers) The goal nets have now been delivered. The goal posts have been vandalised, due to poor workmanship and the Park Warden has dismantled them. Following several more conversations with Serco they have now agreed to re-instate them, secure them in their sockets and put in anti-vandal fixing bolts.

	
	d)
	Paving slabs Park View Dog Walking Area (SPC 2/9/09 Min.2198 refers)
W. Palmer has cut away the slopes by the sides of the paving slabs and has put down a small amount of ballast. This has been monitored following the rain and seems to be satisfactory.

Action: The Clerk was asked to instruct the contractor to complete the additional metalwork to the bottom of the gate (SPC 15/7/09 Min.2175 refers).


	
	e)
	The Clerk reported that Kent County Playing Fields has confirmed that the Council will receive a grant of £1,000 towards the MUGA. Viridor, has a backlog of paperwork and will confirm as soon as possible.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
One member of the public asked about a grave plot in the Cemetery.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2223
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported that, if the Conservatives win the General Election, there would be a reduction of 64 M.Ps which would affect the south east because of the strength of Parish Councils.

	
	b)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh confirmed KCC has approved the Council’s application for a Member Community Grant of £2,000, on his recommendation, towards the refurbishment of the Hersden play area.

	
	c)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported that the Children’s Centre will go ahead and it will be based at Hersden Primary School.

	
	d)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh asked if the Sturry Over 50’s Group would like to go to the Christmas Pantomime this year. Cllr. Williams, as Vice Chair of the Group, said that they would.

	
	e)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh asked the Council to identify 6-8 locations where various speed signs could be located. The signs would be used in  rotation over 24 locations.
Action: Clerk to put on next agenda.

	
	f)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported on global warming/climate change and said that if Kent is flooded it would be very minimal.

	
	g)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin sent in the following report: 

“I am very pleased to report that the first of many stages in the process to replace Franklyn House was passed without dissent at the Rural Area Members’ Panel on 28 September 2009. Councillors recommended that Franklyn House should be demolished and replaced with new sheltered accommodation of between 26 and 30 flats for the elderly on three floors, connected by lifts. There will be one and two bedroom units, each with a toilet and bathroom, to a mixture of ‘mobility’ and ‘wheelchair’ standards. A common room is proposed and this is likely to be available for village activities. The frontage of the design will be in a local vernacular style, less institutional looking than the current building. The method of funding the approximately three million pound construction cost will be resolved over the next two months, but there would be no

 resultant charge on the General Rate Fund. Detailed design will then be required, followed by an application for planning permission, on which the Parish Council will be consulted in the normal way.”

	2224
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Batter and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2225
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that staff development reviews have been completed. The Chairman has made an appointment with the Clerk to complete her development review on13 October 2009.

	
	b)
	Due to full agendas Cllr. Batter is unable to deliver the Planning Training but has given all Councillors the Planning Exercise information.

	
	c)
	The Kent Highways Services Parish Portal goes live on 12 October. 
Action: The Clerk and Admin Assistant will attend the training day on Thursday 15 October. The training will enable the Clerk and Admin Assistant to report highway faults, make enquiries and track the status of all logged enquiries online, access policy leaflets, grass cutting and weed spraying schedules online. 

	
	d)
	The Clerk reported that SLCC members now get 15% off all Viking Direct stationery.

	
	e)
	The Clerk reported that the VAT rate will change from 1 January 2010 from 15% back to 17.5%.

	2226
	
	COUNCILLORS AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORTS

	
	a)
	A written report was received from Cllr. Topley on the Police Rural Parish Forum that he attended on 12 September 2009

	
	b)
	A written was received from Cllr. Topley on the Rural Parish Forum that he attended on 28 September 2009.

	
	c)
	A written report was received from Cllr. Williams on the Sturry Social Centre Committee Meeting that she attended on 21 September 2009.

	2227
	
	APPROVAL OF BUDGET FOR 2010/2011

	
	
	The Budget Report and Budget for 2010-2011 was received and discussed. The full report is appended to these Minutes.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To approve the Budget for 2010-2011.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to send the Appraisal for the year 2008-2009 and the Concurrent Function Funding Bid for 2010-2011 to Amanda Sparkes at CCC before 16 October 2009.

	2228
	
	CEMETERY TREE WORK

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Harmer Landscapes for £250.00 to cut back overhanging branches from the Cemetery over the garden of 65 Cedar Road.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to contractor.


	2229
	
	ST. NICHOLAS CHURCHYARD GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept a quotation from J. Caddick for £550.00 for maintenance works to St. Nicholas Closed Churchyard including removing weeds from both sides of the boundary wall, removing weeds and overgrown shrubs from graves, cutting back and tidying trees and removing ivy from trees.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to contractor.

	2230
	
	SLCC REGIONAL CONFERENCE

	
	
	The SLCC Regional Conference will be held in Uckfield on Wednesday 11 November from 10am to 3.45pm. Prices for members is £49.00 each or £125 for a group of three.

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Clerk, Admin Assistant and Cllrs. Holden and Williams will attend.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to book.

	2231
	
	KALC FINANCE INFORMATION DAY

	
	
	The KALC Finance Information Day will be held at the Lenham Community Centre on Saturday 17 October from 10am to 4.30pm. Cost per member delegate is £60.00 + VAT

	
	
	RESOLVED: That Cllrs. Topley, Bradley and Williams will attend.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to book.

	2232
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/09/00825/FUL  Relocation of kennels, erection of day room/utility  




   block and metal railings to front boundary wall




   9A Shalloak Road, Broad Oak

GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/09/01112/LB    Installation of wood burning stove and chimney cowl



         Blackmill House, 2-4 Mill Road, Sturry  
GRANTED

	
	c)
	CA/09/01082/FUL  Demolition of single storey extension to rear of



         41 High Street and erection of two storey extension

                               to rear of dwelling



         Grove House, 42 High Street, Sturry    WITHDRAWN

	2233
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/09/ 01355/LUP
Certificate of proposed lawful development for a  

                                 roof extension including dormer window to rear of 

                                 dwelling




70 Deansway Avenue, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no comments.

	
	b)
	Notice of proposed tree work in a conservation area





Reduce and thin 2 Holly trees by up to 25%





1 Sturry Hill, Sturry

It was AGREED that therewere no comments.

	2234
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that a member of the public sent in an email to thank the Cemetery Superintendent for her help and stated that “the Cemetery was just so well looked after and a great credit to you and everyone involved”.


	
	b)
	The Clerk reported that the Parish Council has been commended by several members of the public on their initiative for the “Kill your Speed” signs.

	
	c)
	The Clerk reported that she has received many favourable comments on the new Parish Plan.

	
	d)
	Cllr. Topley reported that two local residents were recently issued with tickets for not wearing seat belts and one for using a mobile phone whilst driving.



	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at  8.35pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 21 October 2009 at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38 High Street, Sturry.

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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