     MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT BROAD OAK VILLAGE HALL, SHALLOAK ROAD
ON WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL 2009

	
	
	

	PRESENT:  Cllrs. G. Holden (Vice Chairman), P. Topley,  B. Bradley, 
                    G. Batter, R. Fullbrook and R.E. Harradine.

	
	
	

	Also present were County Cllr. A. Marsh, District Cllr. T. Austin, District Cllr. H. Taylor and seven members of the public.

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

	
	
	

	2044
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. J. Williams (unwell)

	2045
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	Cllr. Glynis Batter declared that she was now a Director of a Management Company and will amend her Declaration of Interests form as soon as is practicable.

	2046
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 March 2009 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2047
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	
	None.

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
A member of the public spoke about the sponsorship money left over from the Christmas event.
A member of the public spoke about the multi use games area for Park View 

	

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2048
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh said that he attended the Sturry Annual Parish Meeting and that he will leave it to the Clerk to brief the Council on grant funding that he mentioned at the APM.

	
	b)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin has put forward, to the Joint Transportation Board, the parking problems in the High Street, Sturry which will, hopefully, be included in the next scheme.

	
	c)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin reported that the Ince Road play area is to be re-furbished next year.

	
	d)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin reported that he and District Cllr. Heather Taylor attended the first meeting at Franklyn House regarding refurbishing the home because it does not meet property standards. Residents will be temporarily re-housed while the work is being done and will have first choice if they decide to return to Franklyn House. They will all be compensated for the inconvenience.

	
	e)
	District Cllr. Heather Taylor reported that she is working with District Cllr. Tony Austin regarding two complaints received about the Sturry 
train station barriers being lowered before people could get across to

the other side and the sirens not working.

	
	f)
	District Cllr. Heather Taylor reported that she has received phone calls from the developers regarding the planning application for fourteen houses at the old service station on Island Road. The Clerk reported that an extension to the response date has been given to the Parish Council by CCC Development Services. The new response date is 16 April, the day after the next Parish Council meeting.

	
	
	

	
	
	It was AGREED by the Council to adjourn the meeting again to receive questions and statements from members of the public who arrived late for the previous adjournment.

	
	
	

	
	
	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC


	
	
	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.


	
	
	A member of the public talked about floodlighting of the multi use games area.
A member of the public talked about the possible sale of the Parish Council Office.

	
	
	

	
	
	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED

	
	
	

	
	
	It was AGREED by the Council to bring forward item 9 on the agenda.

	2049
	
	YOUTH & COMMUNITY CENTRE AND MULTI USE GAMES AREA

	
	
	The options that the Council had to consider before making a decision were explained. These options were also explained at the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25 March 2009.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To build a multi use games area on Park View playing field according to the planning permission granted and to start fund raising, as soon as is practicable, for a Youth & Community Centre building. 
Action: Clerk to obtain at least three quotations for the MUGA and to apply for match grant funding.

	2050
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2051
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	a)
	Kent County Council is offering the Parish Council a free home energy report to help the parish save money on energy bills. It was AGREED to take up the offer.
Action: Clerk to arrange and to put details of the scheme in the next PC magazine.

	
	b)
	KCC Community Warden Angela Pullen will be arranging a Senior Citizen’s (multi-agency) Information Day in St. Nicholas Church from 10am to 3pm. on Friday 12 June ’09  and has invited the Parish Council to have an information stall at the event.  
Action: Cllrs. Fullbrook and Holden will attend.

	
	c)
	Following receipt of a letter from the Parish Council’s footpaths representative it was agreed to put two items on the next agenda.

Action: Clerk to put discussion on road signs and to identify sites for planting wild flowers on the next agenda 

	
	d)
	A survey has been received from Rodney Williamson, KALC on training needs for Councillors regarding the new Power of Well Being training. Councillors agreed that the best days for training sessions were either Saturdays, or evenings after 6pm., if the event is held in Canterbury.

Action: Clerk to respond

	
	e)
	A courtesy letter has been received from the  Molly Bubb Fund Chairman informing the Council that they will be using the old Sturry Fun Run route (2.5 miles) to hold a Walk for Molly on Sunday 3 May 2009.

Action: Clerk to reply.

	
	f)
	Following the APM on 25 March 2009 County Cllr. Alan Marsh asked the Clerk to fill in grant application forms on his behalf in favour of the Molly Bubb Fund for £500, the Sturry Junior Football Club for £700 and the Polish Airman memorial plaque for £300. The application form was completed in the name of the Council including the Council’s bank account details for receipt of the monies. This was done due to the short time scale and because the payees bank details were not available. Following a conversation with Bill Ronan, KCC Community Liaison Officer, the Clerk was advised that the grant application had to be signed off by Kent County Council  before the end of 31 March 2009. It was agreed that when the money is received the Clerk will send cheques to the above organisations stating that the grants are from County Cllr. Alan Marsh.

	2052
	
	PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORTS

	
	
	None were received.

	2053
	
	PARISH PLAN ACTION PLAN

	
	
	RESOLVED: To approve the Parish Plan Action Plan

	2054
	
	ATTENDANCE OF CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COURSE

	
	
	An invitation to attend the SLCC Cemetery Management course to be held on Wednesday 20 May 2009 at Maidstone has been received.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk, Cemetery Superintendent and Cllr. Holden attend the full day course costing £95.00 per delegate.

Action: Clerk to book.



	2056
	
	RE-FURBISHING OF CEMETERY BENCHES

	
	
	Quotations have been received for the re-furbishing of seven Cemetery benches from three contractors for £320.00, £480.00 and  £420.00.

RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from W. Palmer for £320.00

Action: Clerk to write to contractors

	2057
	
	ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO THE CPRE

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the annual subscription to the Council for the Protection of Rural England at a cost of £29.00 for the year.

Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	2058
	
	HERSDEN BMX TRACK SAFETY INSPECTION

	
	
	The Play Inspection Company has sent in their bi-annual inspection report for the Hersden BMX track site. All risks were low (fit for purpose, minor works only) or very low (minor works that need to be completed within the next 6-12 months. A copy of the report has been sent to Trevor Fermor, Hersden Neighbourhood Centre Committee Chairman but no reply has been received to date. The Parish Council, originally, agreed  to pay for the bi-annual inspections and the insurance for the BMX track and the Hersden Youth Club Leader agreed that maintain the site. It is no longer clear who maintains the site.

Action: Clerk to write to the Hersden Neighbourhood Committee for clarification.

	2059
	
	CIVIC CHAIN OF OFFICE INSURANCE COVER

	
	
	The insurance value of the civic chain of office has been confirmed as £2,802.40. Came & Co. Insurers have confirmed that insuring the chain of office will cost £12.65 per annum. The chain is kept in a locked fireproof cabinet in the Parish Council Office.

RESOLVED: To accept the cost of £12.65 per annum to insure the chain of office.

Action: Clerk to write to the insurance company and to ask them to clarify that the cost includes all risks provided it is used on official business.

	2060
	
	STURRY YOUTH CLUB EASTER EGG HUNT SPONSORSHIP

	
	
	RESOLVED: To sign a cheque for £150.00 at this meeting, in favour of the Sturry Youth Club, who are organising an Easter Egg Hunt in the Centenary Woodland. The money is partly business sponsorship money (£134.24) left over from the Sturry Christmas Event and partly a donation from the Council.

	2061
	
	ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO KALC

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the annual subscription to the Kent Association of Local Councils at a cost of £1,183.00 (incl. VAT).

	
	
	Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	2062
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	A/09/2098697/WF
Erection of detached dwelling with associated  

                                garage 



          Parcel of land at Bredlands Lane, Sturry



                                                                                      TO APPEAL



	2063
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/09/00420/FUL
Single storey extensions to both sides of      

                                 bungalow and relocation of detached double

                                 garage




Rose Cottage, Redcot Lane, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	b)
	CA/09/00414/0UT
Erection of self-contained detached nursery 

                                 block 
(outline application)




Junior King’s School, Pre-prep Department,




Church Lane, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this outline application.

	2064
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Vice Chairman reported that Annie MacDonald resigned as Councillor representing Sturry South on 20 March 2009 and that Heather Taylor resigned as Councillor representing Hersden on the morning of 25 March 2009.
Action: Clerk to inform CCC and advertise the vacancies.

	
	b)
	It was reported that two mature trees were cut down in the Centenary Woodland on Monday 30 March 2009. They were left in a dangerous condition and John Caddick, Tree Surgeon, was instructed to remove them on grounds of health & safety. He did so the following day at no cost to the Council. The vandalism was reported to the Police and a crime number was obtained.

	
	c)
	It was agreed that there seemed to be some confusion at the APM about who was responsible for cancelling the Molly Bubb event which was due to be held on Park View playing field on Saturday 14 March 2009. 

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to the CCC Licensing department to ask for details.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 15 April 2009 at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38 High Street, Sturry.

	                                          Signed………………………………….

                                                                     Chairman


	                                          Date……………………………………
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