MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT STURRY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE

38 HIGH STREET, STURRY

 ON WEDNESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2009

	PRESENT:  Cllr. G. Batter (Vice Chairman), R.E. Harradine, P. Topley  

                     Cllr. R. Fullbrook and  J. Williams.

Also present was Angela Pullen, KCC Rural Community Warden



	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

	
	
	

	2204
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from the Chairman Cllr. G. Holden (holiday). Cllr. B. Bradley was attending a Hersden Neighbourhood Centre meeting on behalf of the Council.

	2205
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None

	2206
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2 September 2009 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2207
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Dissolution of the SYACCFC (SPC 2/9/09 Min.  2190 (e) refers) A cheque for £2,988.11 has been received with a compliment slip. The Clerk wrote back to on 7 September ’09 to ask again for a copy of their final accounts and Minutes. Further action is being considered if these are not received and the balance is not accounted for.

Action: Clerk to write to say that the Council has not accepted the full amount because they were told by them that this should have been in the region of £4,000.00. 

	
	b)
	Bakery Green “Welcome to Sturry” Signs (SPC 2/9/09 Min.  2190(g) refers) 4D agreed to sponsor the full cost of the signs and a cheque for £155.25 has been received.

Action: Clerk to write to 4D and put an acknowledgement in the Parish Council magazine.



	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
None.



	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2208
	
	P.C.S.O. AND WARDEN REPORTS

	
	
	Written reports were received from Angela Pullen, KCC Rural Community Warden and Ken Campbell, KCC Rural Community Warden. Angela relayed  P.C. Robin Macalpine-Downie’s apologies for not being able to attend the meeting.

	2209
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 


	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2210
	
	EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT

	
	
	The External Auditor’s Report  states that “On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.”

The statutory Notice of Conclusion of Audit and sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Annual Return were put on the village notice board on 10 September 2009 and will remain there for a period of at least 14 days.

The Council noted again the excellence of the book keeping by the Clerk and thanked her and the Admin Assistant.

	2211
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence received has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	KCC has informed the Council that the KCC Community Wardens Alcohol Awareness Road Show will take place in the Summer 2010 in selected places in Canterbury and that the Project Co-ordinator would like to meet local events organisers to take this project forward.
Action: Clerk to circulate the information to the Village Halls and the Church.

	
	b)
	The KCC Kent Minerals and Waste Development Framework – Consultation on the Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environment Assessment has been received. 

Action: Cllr. Fullbrook will look at this and report back. 

	
	c)
	NHS East Kent Hospitals University invitation to the Chairman to attend their Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 29 September commencing at 7pm at the Kent County Cricket Club in Old Dover Road.  

Action: The Chairman will attend. Clerk to respond.

	
	d)
	A letter of concern has been received from a local resident requesting that either a lock is put on the gate, or a barrier installed outside the gate at the Park View children’s play area and that children are in danger of running out onto the road.
This was discussed and it was noted that the Council asked a few years ago for a barrier to be installed. Kent Highways replied that this was not possible because the road was not wide enough and it would make the play area inaccessible to pram and wheelchair users.

Action: Clerk to reply.

	
	e)
	Under Emergency Delegated Powers the Chairman and Clerk agreed that a damaged concrete storm cover at the bottom of Park View Playing Field near the woodland, approximately 3’x4’ in size, be repaired. The repair  was completed on 15 September.

	
	f)
	Under Emergency Delegated Powers the Chairman and Clerk agreed that

the large hole in the wetpour under the junior swings be repaired at an approx. cost of £562.00 + VAT. The work was completed on 15 September and the swings have been re-instated.



	2212
	
	CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

	
	
	Carol Outred, Cemetery Superintendent, reported that the branches of two Oak trees in the Cemetery need lifting.

RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Harmer Landscapes for £180.00 +VAT to lift the branches of two Oak trees in the Cemetery.

Carol also reported that the Perspex cover on the keyholder plaque on the Cemetery gates has been damaged and needs to be replaced.

Action: Clerk to write to contractor.
RESOLVED: To accept the quotation for £10.00 + VAT from Gordon Engraving.

Action: Clerk to write to Harmer Landscapes
Carol reported that John Caddick, the grounds maintenance contractor, has attended to the unkept graves and has done excellent work throughout the Cemetery.

	2213
	
	BUDGET 2010/2011

	
	
	The budget was briefly discussed and the Clerk noted that an extra amount should be added to the Christmas Lights/Event budget for next year. The draft budget will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

	2214
	
	PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING

	
	
	Members were given information on participatory budgeting. 

RESOLVED: To roll over the Donations Budget of approximately £2,000 to next year and to add it to next years Donations Budget. 

It was AGREED to put an article in the December Parish Council Magazine to invite local clubs and organisations to make bids for donations. It was also AGREED to form a Steering Group at the March Annual Meeting whose remit will be to decide what percentage of the money should go to deserving bids and to obtain match funding in partnership with the Council.

Action: Clerk to write article.

	2215
	
	CENTENARY WOODLAND PLANTING

	
	
	The Park Warden has requested 50 mature 1.5m high Hawthorn shrubs for the Centenary Woodland to fill in the gaps next to the bank and at the front entrance to the woodland. The Parish Council is committed to protecting the archaeological site in the woodland.

RESOLVED:  To purchase 50 mature 1.5m. high Hawthorn shrubs costing approximately £8.00 each + VAT.

Action: Clerk to order the shrubs.

	2216
	
	SPEED SIGNS

	
	
	(SPC 2/9/09 Min. 2190 (h) refers)

One sign is held at the Hersden Primary School and is put out occasionally by Ken Campbell, KCC Community Warden.

PCSO Kelly Greenwood has expressed an interest in using one sign.

Action: Clerk to discuss details with Kelly.

It was discussed that one sign could be put in the vicinity of the Dengrove Mobile Home site in Shalloak Road.

Action: Cllr. Topley to investigate.

It was also discussed that the Broad Oak Farm Shop would be another suitable site.

Action: Clerk to talk to the owners.

	2217
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/09/00891/FUL
Change of use from private residence to guest house




with associated extensions and alterations (Revised




scheme).




8, Fordwich Road, Sturry


GRANTED

	
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/09/01096/ADV
Non illuminated free standing sign (Retrospective)




Corner of Fordwich Road and Meadow Road, 

                                 Fordwich

Action: Clerk to write to Steve Davies, CCC Development Services that this item could not be considered because it was not clear from the correspondence received exactly where the sign is to be sited, the wording, nor who applied. 

	
	b)
	CA/09/01288/FUL
Single storey extension to rear of dwelling




60A Island Road, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	c)
	CA/09/01182/FUL
Erection of dwelling attached to number 73




73, Sweechgate, Broad Oak, Sturry

It was AGREED to object to this planning application for the following reasons:

· It would constitute erosion of important green gaps between housing and would lead to ribbon development. It is therefore contrary to policies BE1 of the Canterbury District Local Plan and QL1, EN1 AND EN3 of the Kent and Medway Structure Plan. (A planning application was refused on 13 May 2008 (CA/08/00400/STU) at 1 Mayton Lane, Broad Oak for this reason

· The Council objects to a diversion of an ancient footpath.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to Ruth Tittensor, CCC Development Services.

	2218
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE.

	
	a)
	The Parish Plan delivery is almost complete. Initial reports from members of the public have been very positive. It was agreed that the Parish Plan Action Plan will be reviewed regularly. The Clerk reported that grants are available for some of the items and that some items were already ongoing.

	
	b)
	Angela Pullen, KCC Rural Community Warden has invited Parish Councillors to a Winter Safety Day to be held at St. Nicholas Church from 10 to 1.30pm. on Friday 30 October 2009.

	
	c)
	Cllr. Batter reported that she attended her first Annual NALC Conference with Cllr. Topley and the Clerk and said that she found it extremely useful and informative.

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm.

	
	
	

	
	
	                                                   Signed ………………………………………

	
	
	                                                                        Vice Chairman

	
	
	                                                       Date ………………………………………

	
	
	

	The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 October 2009 at 7.30pm at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38 High Street, Sturry
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