MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH   MEETING 

HELD AT STURRY JUNIOR SCHOOL, PARK VIEW, STURRY 

ON WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 2009

	
	
	

	PRESENT: G. Holden (Vice Chairman), J. Williams, P. Topley, , G. Batter, B. Bradley,

                    R. Fullbrook and R.E. Harradine.
Also present were Liliana Jokic (the Clerk), Carol Outred (Admin Assistant/Cemetery Superintendent, County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. Tony Austin, P.C. Robin Macalpine-Downie, P.C.S.O’s. Lisa Williams, Kelly Greenwood, KCC Rural Community Wardens for Sturry and Broad Oak, Angela Pullen and Ken Campbell and 102  members of the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm



	1
	
	INTRODUCTION

	
	
	The Vice Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that she had taken over the chair at short notice because Heather Taylor, the previous Chairman, had given in her resignation letter this morning. The Vice Chairman’s speech notes are appended to these Minutes.

	2
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	No apologies were received.

	
	
	PRESENTATION
Kinn McIntosh and Derek Butler gave presentations on the history of Sturry. 

	THERE FOLLOWED A BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS
The public were given the opportunity to meet the Parish, County and District Councillors. Display stands were available where the Police, PCSO’s, the Sturry Women’s Institute, the Hersden Dance Club, Sturry Horticultural Society, Sturry Over 50’s Group and the Sturry, Fordwich & District Aire sur la Lys Twinning Association representatives were available for questions and to give out information. 

	
	
	

	3
	
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT & FINANCIAL REPORT

	
	
	A Chairman’s report was not received by the Council. It was explained that the full Chairman’s report, Councillors reports and full budget will be published in the June Parish Council magazine. The summary budget was published in the March 2009 Parish Council magazine and it was noted that there was a slight decrease over last year. The reasons are explained in the attached Vice Chairman’s report

	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. G. Batter’s speech notes regarding questions put to the public about the way forward for the Youth & Community Centre building and Multi Use Sports Area at Park View are appended to these Minutes. 

	
	
	

	4
	
	ELECTORS OPEN FORUM

(Notes on questions and statements from the public)

	
	i
	The Chairman of the Sturry Youth & Community Centre Fund Raising Committee (SYACCFC) said that the committee has raised £4,000 towards the

Building but asked what has the Parish Council done. The question was answered by Cllr. Batter who listed the work done by the Council so far. Cllr. Fullbrook added that he had drawn up the plans for the project, which would have cost thousands of pounds, free of charge.

	
	ii
	A member of the public put forward the option to build the Multi Use Games Area on Park View with the money available.

	
	iii
	A member of the public said that facilities have been requested for many years and that nothing has been done. He added that there used to be Carnivals and Fun Runs in the Parish and now there is nothing. He said there should be a vote of no confidence in the Parish Council put forward. The Clerk explained that there was a proper complaints procedure and a copy of it was available in the Parish Council Office.

	
	iv
	A member of the public accused the Parish Council of stopping the Molly Bubb Fun Day which was scheduled to take place on Saturday 14 March 2009 on Park View playing field. Cllr. Topley replied that the Parish Council did not stop the event. He raised questions at the time regarding insurance, the licence, toilet facilities, stewarding and police presence and that the Parish Council could be held responsible in the event of an accident, or injury. 
The Clerk said that she had spoken to the Licensing Department at Canterbury City Council who confirmed that the events licence was granted, but that the organisers cancelled the event.

	
	v
	A member of the public said that she would like to hold a camping and fun day for the Molly Bubb fund. 

	
	vi
	A member of the public asked for a vote regarding the multi use sports area. A vote was taken and was unanimously in favour of building the multi use sports area. The Council was then pressed to make a decision at the meeting. The Clerk informed the audience that this was not a Parish Council meeting and that a decision could not be made at this meeting. The item would be put on the next Parish Council agenda.

	
	vii
	A member of the public asked if the Council could change the format of the meeting next time so that the important business came first. This was noted.

	
	viii
	A member of the public asked for a vote of no confidence in the Council. Cllr. Fullbrook referred to the proper procedure for complaints against a Council

	
	ix
	A member of the public asked if the Council could provide allotments in Sturry. The Clerk explained the procedure. 

	
	x
	A member of the public thanked Heather Taylor and asked the Council if she could return. The Clerk explained the procedure for co-option.

	
	xi
	A member of the public, representing the Sturry Under 8’s football club, said that they had to buy equipment and kit themselves. The Clerk said that funding had already been given to the Club and that they can apply to the Parish Council for another grant. There were other sources of funding available and information is kept in the Parish Council office. County Cllr. Alan Marsh said that he could provide a grant for them and towards the Molly Bubb fund.

	
	xii
	A member of the public asked how long it will take for the multi use games area to be built. The procedure for the project was explained. Three new quotations had to be sought, match grant funding applied for and a notice of the Parish 

Council’s intent to spend money in excess of £10,000 had to be put up for at least three weeks.

	
	xiii
	District Cllr. Taylor thanked the audience for their support and said that she would not be returning to the Parish Council, but as District Councillor would try to push for the sports facility. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	The Vice Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.05 pm.

	

	
	
	                                          Signed …………………………………….     

                                                       Chairman

                                              Date …………………………………….  
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