MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT STURRY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE

38 HIGH STREET, STURRY

 ON WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2009

	PRESENT:  Cllr. G. Holden (Chairman) , R.E. Harradine, P. Topley, B. Bradley and 

                     Cllr. J. Williams.

Also present were Ken Campbell (KCC Rural Community Warden – Hersden), 

Angela Pullen (KCC Rural Community Warden – Sturry), PCSO Lisa Williams and two members of the public.


	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

	
	
	

	2263
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. G. Batter (holiday) 

	2264
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None

	2265
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4 November 2009 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2267
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	7-a-side Goal Posts (SPC 4/11/09 Min.2253 (e) refers.

The new goal posts at Park View playing field have finally been installed to a satisfactory standard and are being used by Sturry Junior Football Club.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
A member of the public complained about an air weapon being used at Park View. The matter was referred to the PCSO and Wardens.



	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2268
	
	PCSO & WARDENS REPORTS

	
	a)
	A written report was received from Angela Pullen, KCC Rural Community Warden for Sturry.

	
	b)
	A written report was received from Kelly Greenwood, PCSO for Hersden 

	
	c)
	A written report was received from Ken Campbell, KCC Rural Community Warden for Hersden.

PCSO Lisa Williams gave PC Robin Macalpine-Downie’s and PCSO Kelly Greenwood’s apologies.

	2269
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.


	2270
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence received has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	The Kent & Fire Rescue Service “Making Kent Safer” draft plans for the future has been received. Replies to the consultation need to be returned by 11 January 2010. 

Action: Cllr. Topley will prepare a draft response to be discussed at PC meeting on 16 December 2009.

	
	b)
	EDF has announced cheaper electricity bills for the PC (businesses) until 31 March 2011.

	2271
	
	KALC  CHAIRMANSHIP TRAINING DAY

	
	
	KALC Chairmanship Training Day to be held at the Lenham Community Centre on Wednesday 13 January 2010 from 10.00am to 3.55pm.

No Councillors were able to attend the event.

	2272
	
	KENT INTERNATIONAL GATEWAY

	
	
	An email has been received from KALC regarding the Kent International Gateway and asking for a letter of support against the proposal to have a Kent International Gateway close to junction 8 of the M20 motorway.

Action: Clerk to reply that not enough information has been given for the Council to be able to make an informed decision.

	2273
	
	TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL REVIEW OF REMUNERATIONS

	
	
	The Town & Parish Council Quadrennial Review of Members’ Remunerations report has been received which includes recommendations on the level of Councillors Basic Allowances, the Chairman’s Basic Allowance and Travel & Subsistence Allowances. The recommendations are not binding to Parish and Town Councils and apply retrospectively from the start of the year 2009/2010. The recommendations are: Basic Allowance £140.00 p.a., Chairman’s Allowance £280.00. Travel at 40p. per mile & Subsistence Allowances at AMAP rates. The Basic Allowance & Chairman’s Allowance are to be index linked to the Clerk’s Pay Award over the next 4 years and the travel & subsistence is index linked to the approved Inland Revenue (AMAP) rates.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Councillors do not receive a Basic Allowance and that the Chairman’s Basic Allowance is increased from £200 to £280 p.a. backdated to 1 April 2009. The travel and subsistence allowances are to remain at the 2002 rates.

Action: Clerk to raise cheque for £80 to be paid to the Chairman.

	2274
	
	CONCURRENT FUNCTION FUNDING

	
	
	Cllr. Topley reported that he attended the RAMP meeting on Monday evening  where the City Council discussed Concurrent Function Funding. Cllr.Topley said that he was disappointed that no District Councillor from Sturry was present although Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin did send his apologies.

The recommendation from the Committee was for Option 1 which includes funding the core functions at 100% and the desirable items at 31.76%.



	2275
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/09/00763/ful
Erection of a block of 3 units for ClassB1/B8 use




Goose Farm, Shalloak Road, Sturry
GRANTED

	2276
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/09/01489/FUL
Siting of replacement mobile home (revised siting)




The Cabin, land adjacent to Sidrae House,




Canterbury Road, Herne

It was AGREED that there were no objections to his planning application.

	
	b)
	CA/09/01484/FUL
Two storey extension to rear of dwelling

                                 (Revised scheme)



                                 Grove House, 42 High Street, Sturry

It was AGREED to object on the same grounds as previously (SPC 2/9/09 Min. 2202 (a) refers)

· It is contrary to Policy QL6 of the Kent and Medway Structure 

Plan which states that consideration should be made regarding any major external alterations to Listed Buildings which may contribute to damage to the foundations of the neighbouring property.

Action: Clerk to write to Ben Young, CCC Development Services

	2277
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE.

	
	a)
	A petition has been started in the Parish Council office against the proposed closure of the public toilet at Forge Gardens opposite Sturry Station. The Clerk reported that according to the Local Government Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 Principal Authorities have a duty to consult on significant matters. This part of the Act came into force on 1 April 2009.

	
	b)
	The Clerk reported that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 23 March 2010 at Sturry Primary School, Park View.

	
	c)
	RESOLVED: That Cllr. Barbara Bradley is appointed as Parish Council representative on the Stephen Bigges Charity Committee in place of Richard Fullbrook who recently resigned.

Action: Secretary to write to the Committee.

	
	d)
	It was AGREED that the Clerk and Admin Assistant would attend the Pantomime on 15 December 2009 organised by County Cllr. Alan Marsh. 

Action: Clerk to inform County Cllr. Alan Marsh of numbers attending.

	
	e)
	It was AGREED that the Parish Council Office would be closed on Christmas Eve and the afternoon of 31 December 2009.

The Clerk will take 2 days holiday on 22 and 23 December 2009

	
	f)
	Cllr. Topley has been researching the proposed closure of public toilets in the Canterbury area and concluded that the criteria for closures was not clear. He read out his speech which he will present at the Executive meeting next Thursday.

Action: Cllr. Topley to report back at the next meeting.

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

	
	
	

	
	
	                                                   Signed ………………………………………

	
	
	                                                                        Chairman

	
	
	                                                       Date ………………………………………

	
	
	

	The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2 December 2009 at 7.30pm at the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre, The Avenue, Hersden


1

