MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE HERSDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, THE AVENUE

ON WEDNESDAY 5 MARCH 2008

	
	
	

	PRESENT: Cllrs. H. Taylor (Chairman), V. McConnon, J. Williams, J. Gunn, G. Holden,      

                   A. MacDonald and G. Batter.
Also present were District Cllr. T. Austin and two members of the public.  
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.


	1665
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. R. E. Harradine (operation) 

P. Topley (holiday) and Dist. Cllr. T. Austin.

	1666
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None

	1667
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 February 2008 were approved and confirmed as a true record. 

	1668
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	
	None.

	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.

None.

THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 
 

	1669
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS

	
	
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported the following:

	
	a)
	Kent County Council’s Council Tax has been set at 3.9% and Canterbury City Council’s at 4.75%. There is a possibility that the Government may return ten million pounds, owed to KCC, next year. If they do it will be reflected in next year’s budget.

	
	b)
	Approximately 5,600 young people in Kent now have Freedom passes and the whole country will have them by 2009.

	
	c)
	KCC is talking to Stagecoach to extend the time of use, from 9.30am. to 9.00am., for people over 60 who have free bus passes. 

	
	d)
	KCC has obtained another seven million pounds for road repairs.

	
	e)
	More grant funding could be obtained for the new community building on Park View if it is built in stages.

	1670
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. J. Williams and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved.

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.


	1671
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence received has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	Canterbury City Council is looking to set up a Play Provider Network Steering Group to meet monthly with the main focus of launching the Play Provider Toolkit and to meet twice a year to share information and best practice. The first meeting will be held on Tuesday 4 March 2008, 3pm. to 5pm in the Marion Attwood Room at the City Council offices.

Action: Cllr. Taylor has asked that an evening meeting is arranged which she will attend. 

	1672
	
	PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	
	a)
	Cllr. Williams written reports on the Sturry Over 50’s Group meeting and the Sturry Social Centre AGM were received.

	
	b)
	Cllr. Taylor (Chairman) reported that she will be writing a letter to the roofing contractors, working on the Park View estate, to complain about their shabby and unprofessional work.

	1673
	
	QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS

	
	
	Changes are being made to the Quality Status criteria which include a 67% electoral mandate on the first application instead of an 80% mandate. The Clerk is waiting for confirmation of when the changes will be implemented, which is likely to be in April/May of this year.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To apply for Quality Status and to pay the application fee of approximately £120.00.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to complete forms as soon as confirmation is received.

	1674
	
	PARK VIEW GOALPOSTS

	
	
	A quotation has been received for £280.00 + VAT from A. Batt to move and repair both sets of goal posts on Park View Playing Field. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: Not to accept the quotation on this occasion. 
Action: Clerk to write to A. Batt.
Action: A group of Councillors said that they would move the goal posts.

	1675
	
	CENTENARY WOODLAND WILDLIFE SURVEY

	
	
	A quotation for £450.00 + VAT has been received from Kent Wildlife for a wildlife survey to be carried out in the Centenary Woodland. This would include 2-3 visits from April to June 2008. The survey will include plant species, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and insects such as butterflies. A bird survey already exists, but the report will include incidental records of birds seen during the three visits.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation for £450.00 +VAT for a Woodland Survey to be carried out.
Action: Clerk to write to Kent Wildlife

	1676
	
	MILL ROAD BUS SHELTER

	
	
	A quotation has been received from A. Batt for £260.00 + VAT to paint the bus shelter at Mill Road.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation for £260.00 + VAT for painting of the bus shelter at Mill Road, Sturry
Action: Clerk to write to A. Batt.

 

	1677
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/07/00911/STU
Erection of 13 dwellings with associated




highway works (Revised scheme)





60 and 62 Sturry Hill, Sturry 

GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/07/01716/STU
Single storey extension to side and rear




of dwelling (Revised scheme)



                                 The Elms, Hersden, Sturry

           GRANTED

	
	c)
	CA/07/01760/STU
Erection of detached dwelling





Land rear of 25 Island Road, Sturry
GRANTED


	1678
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE 

	
	a)
	Cllr. Taylor reported that there have been incidents of fly-posting on the Bakery Green advertising board.
Action: Clerk to out on next agenda for discussion.

	
	b)
	The next Parish Plan meeting has been arranged to take place at the Sturry Social Centre on Tuesday 25 March 2008 at 7pm. All Steering Group members have been notified.

	
	c)
	D. Parr (Tree Surgeon) has been instructed, under delegated powers, to carry out essential tree work at St. Nicholas Closed Churchyard. The work includes removing storm damaged branches from an Ash tree, re-pollarding and reducing the main stems back to the trunk where decay is present at the base and removing another Lime tree which is decayed and dangerous. The cost of the work is £1,205.00 + VAT.  

	
	d)
	Letters were written to all residents in Deansway Avenue for suggestions as to where to install the new litter/dog bin. Most replies suggested the alleyway in Deansway Avenue, or the area near St. Joseph’s.

C.C.C. has confirmed that they will be putting dog bins in at the roundabout in Deansway Avenue and at the junction of Hillbrow and Popes Lane.

Action: Chairman and Clerk to go on a site visit of the area.

	
	e)
	The Clerk reported that the best price obtained for 16” Spring hanging baskets for bulk buy is £16 each.

Action: Clerk to write to Sturry Village residents and businesses to see if they are interested in purchasing hanging baskets at the special price and to put this item on the next agenda.

	
	f)
	The Chairman reported that she will be entering the Clerk for the Council and Clerk of the Year Awards

	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 

	
	
	

	Date of next meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm. on Wednesday 19 March 2008 at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38 High Street, Sturry


	
	
	                                                    Signed …………………………………….     

                                                                                 Chairman

                                                        Date …………………………………….  
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