MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT STURRY PARISH COUNCIL, 38 HIGH STREET, STURRY

ON WEDNESDAY 16 JANUARY 2008 

	
	
	

	PRESENT: Cllrs. H. Taylor (Chairman), J. Williams,  P. Topley, J. Gunn, G. Holden,  
                   A. MacDonald, R.E. Harradine, G. Batter and V. McConnon.
Also present were three members of the public
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.


	1617
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	None.

	1618
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.
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	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19 December 2007 were approved and confirmed as a true record. 

	1620
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	
	None.

	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.

Members of the public spoke about the planning application for 25, Island Road and about flooding in Mayton Lane, Broad Oak.

THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 
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	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	The list of monies received is appended to these minutes.
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	CLERKS REPORT

	
	a)
	An invitation has been received to the Parish Forum Meeting to be held on Saturday 1 March 2008 from 10am-12.30pm at Chartham Village Hall. 
Action: Cllrs. Topley and Williams will attend.
The Rural Forum is to be held on 31 March 2008 from 6.00-7.00pm at The Guildhall.

Action: Cllr. Topley will attend.

Action: Clerk to book.

	
	b)
	Invitation to the Chairman from the Lord Lieutenant to his annual Civic Service at Canterbury Cathedral on Tuesday 4 March 2008 at 11am. Response by 11 February 2008. 
Action: Cllr. Taylor will attend and has already booked.
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	EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT

	
	
	The Audit Commission’s report on the Parish Council’s accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007 states, “On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.” – “Other matters not affecting our opinion which we wish to draw to the attention of the council; The Council must review its level of fidelity insurance cover, currently £200,000. The Audit Commission guideline level is cash balances plus half the precept (£275,000).”
The statutory notice of conclusion of audit and right to inspect the Annual Return along with the statement of accounts were put up on the notice board on Thursday 10 January 2008 and will remain there for two weeks.
Action: The Insurance Policy is due to be reviewed in April. The Clerk is looking into comparing Insurance Company services and costs. 
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	DONATION TO THE KENT AIR AMBULACE TRUST

	
	
	The Kent Air Ambulance Trust has written a letter, with enclosures, asking the Parish Council for a donation. It was AGREED not to donate from the Precept, but to arrange a collection for them at the Annual Parish Meeting in April.
Action: Clerk to arrange and write to the Trust. 
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	DONATION TO THE STURRY GUIDES

	
	
	(SPC 19/12/ 2007 Min.1612 refers). The Sturry Guides have asked the Council to re-consider giving them a donation. In view of further information received Councillors have asked that this item be put on the next agenda. Standing Order No. 36, regarding the reversal of decisions was noted.
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	POPES LANE PARKING

	
	
	Cllr. McConnon reported that the grass verges in Popes Lane look very unsightly due to cars regularly parking on them. 
Action: Cllr. McConnon to speak to Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin about the possibility of erecting bollards on some verges.

Action: Clerk to write an article for the June Parish Council magazine.
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	BROOKLANDS CLOSE SOUTHERN WATER PIPELINE SCHEME

	
	
	Southern Water is proposing that a rising main will be laid at a minimum depth of 900mm on the grassed area at Bakery Green near the path. In order to facilitate the works a three month Statutory Notice will be served under the Water Industry Act 1991. On completion of the works all areas affected will be re-instated to their former condition. Compensation will be assessed in accordance with the provisions of the Water Industry Act 1991 which will be considered under the headings of depreciation in value of the land and compensation for loss or damage for disturbance.
Action: Clerk to take photographs of the area before the work commences.
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	PARKING REGULATION REVIEW 2007

	
	
	The Canterbury City Council Parking Regulation Review 2007 has been received regarding Mill Road outside no’s 31-37. The request is to make two sets of parking bays into one continuous bay and to use A.H.M.’s within the 
bays to protect vehicle accesses. The reason for this is to simplify the signing
of the parking bays. The second review is for “School Keep Clear” markings in the turning head by Hersden Primary School for the protection of school children. 

Action: Cllr. Taylor to deal with and respond to by end of January 2008.
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	DESIGN ISSUES FOR RESIDENTIAL INTENSIFICATION CONSULTATION

	
	
	A consultation on draft guidance has been received, from Canterbury City Council that sets out the key design issues for residential intensification which amplify the policies in the Canterbury District Local Plan. The Councillors AGREED that there were no comments to add and that the document was well written and will be useful to the Council. 
Action: Clerk to respond before 22 February 2008 when the consultation period ends.
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	CEMETERY MANAGEMENT TRAINING CD

	
	
	RESOLVED: To purchase the “Your Complete Guide to Cemetery Management” CD at the reduced price to SLCC members of £27.
Action: Clerk to order.
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	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED:

	
	a)
	CA/07/01542/STU
First floor extension and alterations to front




of dwelling and first floor windows in flank 




elevations




3, Bredlands Lane, Sturry 


 
GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/07/01557/STU
Two storey extension to rear of dwelling





12, The Elms, Hersden, Sturry


REFUSED

	
	c)
	CA/07/01578/STU
Erection of dwelling with associated parking




Land between 79 & 81 Sweechgate, Sturry
GRANTED

	
	d)
	CA/07/00879/STU
Installation of solar panels to education centre 

 


and 18 metres high wind turbine located in car park




Wildwood Woodland Discovery Park




Herne Common, Sturry 



GRANTED

	
	e)
	CA/07/01627/STU
Conversion of roof space to additional living




accommodation and two storey rear extension




to dwelling




31, Popes Lane, Sturry



GRANTED

	
	f)
	Kent County Council Notice of Intended Sale by Auction in February 2008

                                Highways Depot, Staines Hill, Sturry
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	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:

	
	a)
	CA/07/01761/STU
Single storey extensions to dwelling




25 Island Road, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.


	
	b)
	CA/07/01760/STU
Erection of detached dwelling




Land rear of 25 Island Road, Sturry

It was AGREED to object to this planning application for the following reasons:

· The development would compromise the quality, character and amenity of the surrounding area and would be contrary to the draft guidelines to control residential intensification.
· Loss of biodiversity due to cutting back of trees which form an intrinsic part of the area’s character.
· Overdevelopment of the plot

· Loss of rear garden for backland development

Action: Clerk to write to Vic Hester, CCC Development Services

	
	c)
	CA/07/01744/STU
Erection of three dwellings (outline application)




35, Island Road, Sturry 

It was AGREED to object to this planning application on the same grounds as in a previous letter written on 19 July 2007.
· The development would still be a visually dominant overdevelopment even though the number of dwellings has been reduced from four to three and would be out of character with the existing street pattern and therefore contrary to Policy BE1 of the Canterbury District Plan and Policy QL1 of the Kent and Medway Structure Plan.
· Increase in traffic near a dangerous bend and a junction where it is already difficult to pull out of drives because of bad sight lines and many parked cars on the main A28 road.

· Pedestrian safety hazard

· Overlooking nearby properties.

Action: Clerk to write to Ruth Tittensor, CCC Development Services.  

	
	d)
	CA/07/01735/STU
Single storey extension to side of dwelling and 

                                 formation of vehicular crossover

                                 Otters Retreat, 7 Staines Hill, Sturry
It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	e)
	CA/07/TEMP/0056
Siting of additional Portable Office adjacent existing     




adjacent Weighbridge




Shelford Landfill Site, Shelford Farm Estate, Broad




Oak Road, Canterbury

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	f)
	Notice of proposed work to trees in a Conservation Area

                                The Junior King’s School. Milner Court, Sturry  
It was AGREED that there were no comments to be forwarded.
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	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE 

	
	a)
	Cllr. Gunn announced that the Aire sur la Lys Twinning Association’s 10th Annual Reunion will take place on 31 May 2008. Invitations will be sent to the Mayors of Canterbury and Sandwich, County Cllr. Alan Marsh and to Cllr. Heather Taylor. Two plaques commemorating the anniversary will be erected, one between Fordwich Town Hall and the Fordwich Arms and the other in the churchyard.


	
	b)
	Clerk to put membership of the Institute of Local Council Managers on the next agenda.

	
	c)
	Cllr. Taylor has received a letter from Brian Sackett who thanked the Parish Councillors for their donation to the Motor Neurone Disease Association. £1,100 in total was collected by him over the Christmas period.

	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

	
	
	

	Date of next meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm. on Wednesday 6 February 2008 at Broad Oak Village Hall, Shalloak Road, Broad Oak.


	
	
	                                                    Signed …………………………………….     

                                                                                 Chairman

                                                        Date …………………………………….  
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