MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH   MEETING 

HELD AT STURRY JUNIOR SCHOOL, PARK VIEW, STURRY 

ON WEDNESDAY 9 APRIL 2008

	
	
	

	PRESENT: Cllrs. H. Taylor (Chairman), J. Williams, P. Topley, G. Holden, G. Batter and

                   R.E. Harradine.
Also present were Liliana Jokic (the Clerk), Carol Outred (Admin Assistant/Cemetery Superintendent, County Cllr. Alan Marsh, Chief Inspector Lee Russell (District Commander), P.C. Robin MacAlpine-Downie, P.C.S.O. Supervisor Andy Hall, Corrinne McKay (KCC Rural Community Warden for Sturry and Broad Oak), Helen Joyner (P.C.SO. for Sturry and Broad Oak), Kelly Greenwood (P.C.S.O. for Hersden) and 45 members of the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm



	1
	
	INTRODUCTION

	
	
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

	2
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. J. Gunn, V. McConnon,
A. MacDonald, District Cllr. T. Austin and Ken Campbell (KCC Rural Community Warden for Hersden).

	3
	
	CHAIRMAN’S  & FINANCIAL REPORTS

	
	
	The Chairman said that the Chairman’s and Financial Reports have been distributed to the audience together with the agendas. This year the Parish Councillors have also each written a report on what they have been involved in, on behalf of the Council, in the last year.  The reports are attached to these Minutes and will be published in the next Parish Council Magazine.

	
	
	PRESENTATION
A presentation was given by Chief Inspector Lee Russell (Kent Area Commander) who stood in, at very short notice, for Police Inspector Gordon Etheridge.
His presentation was about the Canterbury area and the importance of rural affairs to Kent Police. Chief Inspector Lee Russell went on to talk about his interest in crime prevention and neighbourhood policing.

	4.
	
	POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

	
	
	P.C.S.O. Supervisor Andy Howe spoke about the role of P.C.S.O’s and P.A.C.T panels and said there is an intention to set one up in Sturry

	5.
	
	POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS REPORTS 

	
	a)
	P.C.S.O. Kelly Greenwood (Hersden) spoke about her role in Hersden which included a rubbish amnesty in November, forging close links with Hersden school, the Youth Club and elderly people including weekly visits to the coffee morning and lunch club and recently setting up a PACT panel

	
	b)
	P.C.S.O. Helen Joyner (Sturry & Broad Oak) highlighted the problems she has been dealing with in Sturry which include dog fouling, particularly along Deansway and the alley leading to Heath Close, anti-social behaviour and drinking in Park View. Helen said that speeding was also a problem and speed checks are being carried out with more checks to come. She is working with the school at Park View and is regularly patrolling the area following problems with parking there.

	
	
	

	6
	
	KCC RURAL COMMUNITY WARDENS REPORTS

	
	a)
	Corinne McKay (KCC Rural Community Warden for Sturry & Broad Oak)

	
	
	Corinne’s report is attached to these Minutes.

	
	b)
	Ken Campbell (KCC Rural Community Warden for Hersden)

	
	
	Ken’s report is attached to these Minutes.

	THERE FOLLOWED A BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS
The public were given the opportunity to read the Chairman’s and Financial Reports, to donate to the Sturry Youth & Community “Buy a Brick” and Kent Air Ambulance Trust funds and to meet and talk to the County Councillor, Parish Councillors and other speakers. Information sheets from the Sturry Horticultural Society were available, as well as booklets on “All about Parish & Town Councils”

	
	
	

	7
	
	KENT WILDLIFE TRUST

Following the break Mike Enfield from the Kent Wildlife Trust said that he was involved in working plans for woodlands including the West Blean and Farthings Wood. Money has been made available from the Heritage Fund and he needs to produce detailed plans on how the money will be used. Plans, so far, include removing the Conifers and introducing ponies for grazing. He is very close to making an agreement with Wildwood to use their car park as an entrance to the woodland. He asked if anyone was interested in getting involved with the project to contact him.

	8
	
	ELECTORS OPEN FORUM

(Notes on questions and statements from the public)

	
	i
	A resident from Hawe Lane asked what the Parish Council’s stand was on the possible construction of a reservoir at Broad Oak. The Clerk replied that the Council would make a decision after the consultation period.

	
	ii
	A resident from River View said that it is now 16 months since she raised the issue of dog fouling with Canterbury City Council and last year at the Annual Parish meeting. Residents have also written letters of complaint. She had a meeting with Julian Brazier MP who has written to Colin Carmichael, CCC Chief Executive. The Clerk replied that dog/litter bins have been purchased by the Parish Council and the Rural Community Wardens have posted leaflets to all households in the area. The Clerk has also had meetings with Chris Wallis at the City Council regarding implementing the new dog laws. In the meantime street scene officers will target the areas around Park View and will speak to dog owners. A dedicated phone line has also been set up for members of the public to report dog fouling.  

	
	iii
	A resident of Popes Lane said that the Parish Council’s initiative of using the land at Copt Close as a car park has been refused by Canterbury City Council. She asked what can be done about parking in the Popes Lane/Copt Close area, would it be possible to put double yellow lines there? P.C. Robin McAlpine replied that he can deal with obstructions on the highway and Parking Wardens

can deal with parking on double yellow lines. Kent Highways deal with painting double yellow lines if they are really needed.

	
	iv
	The same resident asked if the Parish Council could put up signs prohibiting children on bicycles in the woodland in the north part of Sturry. P.C. Robin McAlpine replied that he can deal with cycling on paths, but the woods are privately owned and he can only deal with problems of criminal damage or fires. 

	
	v
	A resident asked for an update on the progress of the Parish Plan. The Clerk replied that the statistics have been compiled and that members of the Steering Group were in the process of writing the histories of the three villages and will be taking photographs of what they like and do not like in the Parish.

	
	vi
	A Sturry resident asked why the Contingency Fund has increased in this year’s budget. The Clerk replied that the Parish Council is building up the Contingency Fund and that it can be up to 40% of the budget.

	
	vii
	A resident from Island Road asked for a litter bin to be installed by the bus stop opposite the old Elf Petrol station. The Chairman said that this will be put on the next agenda for discussion

	
	viii
	A resident from Deansway Avenue asked for speed limits or speed humps in the Popes Lane/Sturry Hill area. Cllr. Topley replied that the Council has been trying to persuade Kent Highways to lower the speed limit there.  Kent Highways is reviewing all rural A and B roads, but this will not be completed until 2011. At a Joint Transportation meeting (Canterbury City Council and Kent Highways) Councillors tried to persuade them to look at this area as a special case. County Cllr. Alan Marsh said that this was turned down as certain types of road need to fulfil certain types of criteria. Cllr. Marsh said that traffic calming does not work and that they are looking at a new scheme for the Sturry, Hoath, Upstreet areas  to encourage drivers to be more careful and to educate them.

	
	ix
	A resident from Hudson Close asked why there was no budget for the Cemetery The Clerk replied that the Council does not Precept for the Cemetery any more because it is self-funding. He also asked what will happen to the budget for a Dog Warden now that Sturry was not going to get a dedicated Dog Warden. The Clerk replied that the money will be vired to another cost centre.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	The Chairman said that she has worked very closely with the P.C.S.O’s, Wardens and Police regarding the Sturry School parking problems and looks forward to working more with them. The Chairman thanked the speakers, public and her fellow Councillors for attending and closed the meeting at 9.10pm.

	

	
	
	                                          Signed …………………………………….     

                                                       Chairman

                                              Date …………………………………….  
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