MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT STURRY LIBRARY, CHAFY CRESCENT, STURRY
ON WEDNESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2011

	PRESENT:   Cllrs. P. Topley, (Chairman),  P. Wenham,  S. Birch, G. Batter, 
                     D. Bubb,  H. Taylor, R.E.Harradine and  A. Bubb. 
Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh and one member of the public.

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2826
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. P. Louch, J. Rana and S. Dann (approved) and Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin and Georgina Glover.

	2827
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	Cllr. Taylor declared an interest, as a Canterbury City Councillor, for Min. 2831 of these Minutes. 

	2828
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 July 2011 and the Parish Council Planning Meeting held on 17 August 2011 were approved and confirmed as  true records.

	2829
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Cemetery Noticeboard (SPC 20/7/11 Min 2820 refers) The notice board in the Mortuary, planned to be installed in the Park View area is, according to D. Parrish (Crackin’ Glass) beyond refurbishment. He would quote approx £200-300 cheaper to build one than the companies we use. A double A2 board, from WDS Signs Ltd. costs £1345.00 +VAT. 
Action: Clerk to obtain quotes

	
	b)
	Sturry Toilets – (SPC 20/7/11 Min.3812) The revised price from Mustang Hygeine Services is now £470.00 instead of £570.00.

	
	c)
	Office PAT Testing (20/7/11 Min. 2815 refers) Two items failed,   an extension lead for computer equipment  which has since been replaced and the lead for the microwave. 

	
	d)
	Toddler Climbing Frame vandalism (SPC 20/7/11 Min. 2821 (c) refers) All three families have paid for the vandalism to the Park View toddler climbing frame (£105 in total). The climbing wall has been replaced with a new one.

	
	e)
	Canterbury City Council Corporate Plan (SPC 20/7/11 Min. 2821 (a) refers) Cllr. Batter will write a report for the 5 October Meeting.

	
	f)
	Calcott Hall (SPC 17/8/11 Min. 2825 (c) refers) Cllr. Topley attended the Planning Inspector’s Meeting regarding the enforcement notice issued to the developers to demolish the building. The final decision will be made by the Inspector in approximately six weeks time.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	A member of the public raised concerns about highway issues on Sturry Road regarding the Boot Fair. Cllr. Taylor has passed these concerns on to Canterbury City Council.
A member of the public passed on a message to Cllr. Topley regarding three young men who were seen setting fires to the woods in Hawe Lane. The Police were called.

Action: Clerk to inform Bretts.

Concerns were raised regarding several cases of off road parking in the Parish.
Action: Clerk to put item on the next agenda for discussion.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 


	2830
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh said that 150 tickets free for this year’s “Scrooge” Pantomime in Ramsgate have been allocated to the resident’s of Sturry Parish. The dates available are from 19-22 December 2011 at 2.30pm. Councillors were asked to let him know how many people will be attending and on which days. Any remaining tickets will be allocated to Veterans.

	
	b)
	County Cllr. Marsh reported that he has sponsored the Sturry Under 12s Colts football team who have received a new strip incorporating the Colts/Spires Academy logos because they now play at the Spires site. 

	
	c)
	County Cllr. Marsh reported that a pilot scheme has been launched in Maidstone for a mandatory 20mph speed limit at Primary Schools only. Cllr. Marsh said that, if the pilot is successful, he has identified Sturry Primary School to be one of the first to benefit from the new speed limit and he asked the Council to identify the extent of the possible new 20mph speed limit.
Action: Clerk to put on next agenda for discussion.

	
	d)
	County Cllr. Heather Taylor wished to thank the residents of Sturry for the fantastic turnout of over a hundred people who helped to look for an elderly man missing from  a local care home. The Sturry Community Fund Committee sent flowers to his wife and received a thank you letter from her.

	
	e)
	County Cllr. Taylor reported that the missing new bench from the Hillbrow/Popes Lane verge had been found and that she has asked for bollards to be put there to prevent cars being parked there and for double yellow lines on the corner to be added to the next highways review.

	
	f)
	County Cllr. Taylor reported that the highways enforcement problems at the Boot Fair on Sturry Road were in hand.

	
	g)
	County Cllr. Taylor reported that she was involved in setting up a Junior Traffic Monitors initiative at Sturry Primary School and that Traffic Wardens will be visiting the School again regarding parking problems outside the building.

	
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. P. Wenham and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 


	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2831
	
	BUDGET 2012/2013

	
	
	The draft budget, including concurrent functions funding and precept, was explained at a finance training session, held by the Clerk, in the Parish Council Office on 31 August 2011.
The budget and report for the year 2012/2013 was received and discussed. The Hersden Neighbourhood Centre application for Village Hall Funding was given to the Clerk, by Cllr. H. Taylor, at this meeting and it was agreed to incorporate their request for village hall funding into the budget. No amount was stipulated in their application form and no quotations were received. The Parish Council agreed to add an extra £1,000 to the Village Hall Budget funding request on behalf of the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre.
The Budget requirements for 2012/2013 are appended to these Minutes.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To approve the budget for the year 2012/13.

	2832
	
	INSURANCE POLICY REVIEW

	
	
	The Internal Auditor has recommended that the Fidelity cover is increased from £250,000 to £478,000. The annual premium would be £301.25. The cost of insuring the play equipment was also discussed.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To increase the Fidelity Cover to £478,000 as from this month.
RESOLVED: To continue to self-insure the play equipment.
Action: Clerk to inform Came & Co. Insurers.

	2833
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	The Deputy Clerk’s written report on the NALC Conference that she attended with the Clerk and Cllr. Topley in July 2011 was received.

	
	b)
	The KCC Consultation on Kent County Council’s Countryside Access Improvement Plan has been received. The deadline for comments is 30 September 2011. 

Action: Cllr. G. Batter agreed to read this and report back.

	2834
	
	CHAIRMAN’S AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

	
	a)
	The Chairman’s written report on the NALC Conference that he attended with the Clerk and Deputy Clerk in July 2011 was received.

	2835
	
	STURRY TOILETS ELECTRICAL WORK

	
	
	Quotations have been received from Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd., following a survey report, for £55.00 + VAT to install switched fused spurs to the toilets hand dryers and for £286.00 + VAT to install emergency lighting in the ladies, gents and disabled toilets and in the plant room with two external emergency lights to illuminate the entrances.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept both quotations totalling £341.00 + VAT.
Action: Clerk to write to Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd.

	2836
	
	STURRY TOILETS REPAIRS AND PAINTING

	
	
	Quotations have been received from D. Mannings for £420.00 + VAT and from A. Batt for £550.00 + VAT to repair the Sturry toilet doors and 
re-paint, remove old signs and replace with new ones and fit new disabled door handle.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from D. Mannings for £420.00 + VAT.
Action: Clerk to write to both contractors.

	2837
	
	CEMETERY TREE MAINTENANCE

	
	
	A quotation has been received from John Caddick for £235.00 +VAT to clear the whole length of the fence line between the Cemetery and Cedar Road of overhanging branches and bushes.
RESOLVED: To accept the quotation for £235.00 + VAT from John Caddick.

Action: Clerk to write to the contractor. 

	2838
	
	CEMETERY WASTE BIN

	
	
	A quotation has been received from Viridor to supply and empty a 1100 litre waste bin fortnightly from Sturry Cemetery at a cost of £12.50 per fortnight. If the new bin is stolen, or burnt the Council would be charged approximately £200-300 for a replacement.

	
	
	Action: Cllr. D. Bubb to look into the cost and implications of the Parish Council obtaining a Waste Disposal Licence and report back to the Clerk.
Action: Clerk to put on next agenda for a final decision.

	2839
	
	TRAINING EVENTS

	
	a)
	Village Hall Conference to be held at Teynham on Saturday 15 October 2011 from 9.30am – 2.00pm. The cost for members of Action with Communities is £25.00.
RESOLVED: That Cllr. R.E. Harradine will attend.

Action: Clerk to book.

	
	b)
	KALC Clerk in Action: Power & Responsibilities Workshop to be held in Lenham on Saturday 10 December from 9.30am – 12.30pm. Cost per member delegate £60.00 +VAT.
RESOLVED: That Mary-Clare Hutley, Deputy Clerk will attend.

Action: Clerk to book. 

	
	c)
	The Dynamic Councillor: Challenges & Opportunities Workshop, to be held in Lenham on Saturday 19 November ’11 from 9.30am – 12.30pm. or 1.30pm-4.30am. Cost £60.00 +VAT
RESOLVED: That Cllr. Topley will attend.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to book.

	2840
	
	STURRY BOMBING ANNIVERSARY EVENT

	
	
	The Sturry Bombing Event organisers have asked the Parish Council to pay for the cost of producing a simple leaflet programme for handing out on the day. Also, to cover the cost of £25.00 for the singer and the cost of the petrol £150.00 for the demonstration trailer, vintage car and motorbike. There would also be a nominal cost to be paid to the Junior King’s School for the erection of a refreshments marquee.
Cllr. Taylor asked that it be noted that the Parish Council were not 
informed of any possible costs when the event was first planned.

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the programme leaflets are printed in the Parish Council Office and that the Parish Council pay the above costs in support of the event.


	2841
	
	QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE EVENT

	
	
	(SPC 20/7/11 Min. 2819 refers)

	
	
	Cllr. Birch confirmed that the Sturry Community Fund Committee has decided not to join forces with the Parish Council to jointly organise this
event and to continue with the plan to hold a street party in McCarthy Avenue. Cllr. Wenham confirmed that the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre also, will not be joining forces with the Parish Council and will be organising an event for Hersden residents only.

	2842
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/11/00369/FUL
Erection of two one bedroomed flats attached 

                                 to 10 River View to form terrace.





10, River View, Hersden

      REFUSED

	
	b)
	CA/11/00771/OUT
Erection of two dwellings




(outline application)




Land at 6 The Avenue, Hersden
     REFUSED

	
	c)
	CA/11/00939/FUL
Window to side, ground and first floor




extensions to rear of dwelling




20, Mill Road, Sturry

     GRANTED

	
	d)
	CA/11/01117/FUL
Retention of open sided motorhome




shelter (retrospective application)




Unit 3.4, Wealden Forest Park, 

                                 Canterbury Road, Sturry

    GRANTED

	
	e)
	CA/11/01141/FUL
Single storey extension to rear of detached 

                                 garage

                                 The Thatch, Chapel Lane, Shalloak Road

                                 Broad Oak



    GRANTED

	
	f)
	CA/10/1571

Change of use from B1 to scrap metal




re-cycling use at Unit 7B, Goose Farm,




Shalloak Road, Broad Oak               GRANTED

	2843
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

	
	
	Proposed footpath diversion CB68

                                 Land adjacent 73, Sweechgate, Broad Oak

It was AGREED to object to the change in direction of the footpath for the same reasons as previously stated.

Action: Clerk to write t Lee Evans Planning. 

	2844
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	Digley Associates have completed their annual inspection of the play areas. Most items are low risk with just a few medium risk items. 
Action: Cllr. D. Bubb agreed to compile a list of priority repairs to give to the Clerk to put on a future agenda.

	
	b)
	ADM Computers have recommended that the Deputy Clerk’s computer is replaced with a new one due to it’s age and following recent repairs.
Action: Clerk to obtain advice and  quotations and put on next agenda.

	
	c)
	Canterbury City Council has received a request from the developers of the Elf petrol station site on Island Road to name the site Foster Place. The Council disagreed.
Action: Clerk to ask Kinn McIntosh, local historian, for other suggestions.



	
	d)
	Concerns have been raised by a local full time fire-fighter regarding the Sturry Fire Station staff whose contracts have been changed from retained to part time. Several of the retained staff have not renewed their contracts and the station is short of staff.
Cllr. Taylor reported that she and Dist. Cllr. T. Austin will be meeting
with the Fire Brigade to discuss this. Cllr. Topley reported that the Kent Association of Local Councils has also taken up the case and that he will bring the Sturry Fire Station matter to the attention of the KALC Canterbury Area Committee at their next meeting  in November

	
	
	

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 21 September 2011 at Sturry Library, Chafy Crescent, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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