MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE HERSDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, THE AVENUE, HERSDEN
ON 6 APRIL 2011

	PRESENT:   Cllrs. G. Holden, (Chairman),  J. Williams, G. Batter,  P. Louch 
                     R.E.Harradine, P. Wenham and P. Topley.
Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. T. Austin and three members of the public.

	
	
	

	2697
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. S. Dann and 

T. Wenham (approved)

	2698
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.

	2699
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 March 2011 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2700
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Sturry Toilets (SPC 2/3/11 Min.2672 refers) Canterbury City Council has reported that the lease may not be ready for some time. In the meantime £7,500 will be transferred to the Parish Council’s bank account. The Clerk has arranged Insurance cover for the building up until June when the renewal is due and has confirmed that the NNDR will be paid by the Parish Council.   

	
	b)
	Park View Outdoor Gym (SPC 2/3/11 Min.2667a refers) The Gym installation was completed on 23 March 2011 and has proved to be very popular.

	
	c)
	Re-cycling Sacks (SPC 16/3/11 Min.2688a refers) A reply has been received from Cllr. Rosemary Doyle stating that in 2013 CCC is hoping to extend the doorstep collection of recyclable material to include glass and food waste. This will entail the use of bins, and sacks will no longer be required.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
A member of the public reported that he has seen rats on the site of the old Elf Petrol station on Island Road and asked if the site could be cleared and completely fenced off unless building was imminent.
It was also reported that the street lighting along Cedar Road near Sleigh Road and up to Twyne Close is very poor. There is half a street lighting column outside no. 54  and it was asked when it would be re-instated. 

Action: Clerk to make enquiries.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2701
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin informed the Parish Council of the following:
· There will be a project meeting at Canterbury City Council on

Wednesday 13 April 2011 at 10.30am. to discuss the new Franklyn House building project. Parish Councillors were invited to attend. 

· A petition, to lower the speed limit to 40mph on the A291, is being raised by two local people. Cllr. Austin will present the petition to the City Council in a few weeks time. Cllr. Austin added that it was not satisfactory that the National Speed Limit Review was shelved.

· The fence on the right hand side of Chequer Tree Avenue, Hersden appears to have been taken down and perhaps it should be put back.

	
	b)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported the interactive speed signs will be installed next week and that this is the first time that Kent County Council has installed six speed devices in one division. The permanent 30mph. solar powered sign will be installed in Hawe Lane and the temporary moveable sign, which includes traffic data monitoring, will be installed in Shalloak Road. Cllr. Marsh thanked the Council for their input and said that the project came about because of the close liaison between Kent County Council and Sturry Parish Council

	2702
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. P. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2703
	
	CLERK’S REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	The Clerk’s report included background information on the Canterbury City Council’s interest in handing over the grounds maintenance of Sturry, Broad Oak and Hersden to Sturry Parish Council following a meeting with Tracy Flower, CCC Contracts Manager and representatives from Serco (see Min. 2711 of these Minutes). 

	2704
	
	CHAIRMAN’S AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

	
	
	None.

	2705
	
	ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND

	
	
	RESOLVED: Not to renew the annual subscription to the CPRE.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to inform the CPRE.

	2706
	
	ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO KALC

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC) annual subscription of £1,248.00 (incl. VAT). 

	
	
	Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.



	2707
	
	ATTENDANCE OF THE NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE

	
	
	The National Association of Local Councils Annual Conference will be 

held on Tuesday 19 July, St. Paul’s Mercure, Sheffield. The cost per member delegate is £97.50 + VAT +  Sheffield Hotel B&B  £114p.p.  + travel.

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Cllr. Topley attend and that the Council pays the delegate fees, overnight stay and travel costs.
Action: Clerk to book.

	2708
	
	PARK VIEW YOUTH SHELTER

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from A. Batt for £450.00 + VAT to re-paint the Youth Shelter on Park View playing field in green and silver

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to contractor.

	2709
	
	LITTER BIN PARK VIEW

	
	
	RESOLVED: To pay approximately £70.00 + VAT to move one of the two litter bins on Park View Playing field, opposite McCarthy Avenue, to a position near the outdoor gym. 

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to Contractor.

	2710
	
	SAFETY SIGN FOR OUTDOOR GYM 

	
	
	A risk assessment for the outdoor gym was completed on 24 March 2011, the day after installation. All eight pieces are very low risk, have metal plates stating that the equipment is not recommended for use by under 7s. The gym has been purposely installed well away from the play area, but young, unaccompanied children have been seen using the equipment.

	
	
	RESOLVED: As a further precaution, to order a safety/maintained by sign to be erected on the fence near the gym.
Action: Clerk to order.

	2711
	
	CCC GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

	
	
	(Minutes of 16/2/2011 Min. 2656 refers) The Canterbury City Council’s grounds maintenance contract includes grass cutting, maintenance of verges, trees, shrubs, seats, litter bins, two roundabouts, the Ince Road play area, the Housing areas and maintenance of hard surfaces as detailed on the maps and listed in the Clerk’s Report. The Contracts Manager will be investigating the background details further and will send a copy of their current specifications.

	2712
	
	ROYAL WEDDING CELEBRATIONS

	
	
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh has offered a Members’ Grant of £400 to Sturry Parish Council towards celebrations for the Royal Wedding.
A member of the Sturry Community Fund Committee has asked if the Committee could have a share of the money towards commemorative mugs that they are planning to give to children in Sturry. County Cllr. Alan Marsh confirmed that the Sturry Community Fund Committee had already raised sufficient  money to purchase the mugs.  The Hersden Neighbourhood Centre has been given a separate amount of £400 and they have planned a children’s party in Hersden and will be giving out commemorative mugs to the children in Hersden.
The Council discussed the costs of buying mugs, bookmarks or medals to give out to children, but decided that this would be duplicating the
above and on the advice of County Cllr. Marsh decided to offer the 

money to the Broad Oak Village Hall Committee to organise an event for all residents  in the Parish.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To offer the money to the Broad Oak Hall Committee to organise a celebration event at the Golden Lion Pub in Broad Oak and/or Broad Oak Village Hall.  

	
	
	Action: Clerk to apply for a KCC grant of £400 and raise cheque. Clerk to speak to members of the Broad Oak Hall Committee.

	2713
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/09/1951/R
Non material amendment to parking layout




and external landscaping as originally approved




under planning permission CA/09/1951.




Hersden Children’s Centre, Hersden Primary 




School, Shaftesbury Road, Hersden, 

Canterbury 


            APPROVED




         with conditions

	
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/11/00347/FUL
Dormer windows to front and rear of dwelling




32, Oakwood Road, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	b)
	CA/11/00389/FUL
Extension to existing storage unit




Jacobi Jayne, Wealden Forest Park,




Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	c)
	CA/11/00440/FUL
Retention with alterations of dwelling plot 1, erection




of dwelling on plot 2, associated garaging 

                                 and access road

Land adjacent to Calcott Hall, Calcott Hill, Sturry

Action: Clerk to ask for further information regarding a footpath and to put this planning application on the next agenda.

	
	d)
	Notice of Public Path Order




Footpath CB68 diversion of part of footpath




Land adjoining 73 Sweechgate, Broad Oak, Sturry
It was AGREED to object to the diversion of the footpath for the following reasons:

· There are no valid reasons to divert the footpath

· The footpath, as it is, has been in the same position historically for many years and should be preserved as it is.

Action: Clerk to write to Pauline Goldsack, Legal & Democratic Services 

	2714
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that four new signs have been ordered from Canterbury City Council for the Sturry Toilets, including a “maintained by” sign, Ladies, Gents, Disabled and a warning sign. CCC agreed to provide the signs, at their cost, when the toilets were handed over to the Parish Council.


	
	b)
	The Clerk’s Summer holiday dates were agreed as follows: 
Week beginning 25 July 2011 and the first three weeks of August

	
	c)
	Cllr. P. Louch asked the Council’s permission to use a photograph of the Sturry bombing plaque for a calendar and this was granted.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 20 April at the Sturry Library, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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