MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT STURRY PARISH COUNCIL, 38 HIGH STREET, STURRY

ON WEDNESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2010

	PRESENT:   Cllrs. G. Holden, (Chairman),  S. Dann, J. Williams, G. Batter and   
                     R.E.Harradine

Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. Tony Austin and two members of the public.

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2562
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. P. Topley

	2563
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.

	2564
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 October 2010 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2565
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Deputy Clerk’s Post - The Chairman Cllr. G. Holden and the Deputy Clerk Mary-Clare Hutley signed the Deputy Clerk’s Contract of Employment on 26 October 2010. The probationary period ends on 31 December 2010.

	
	b)
	Kent Highways FOI Request (SPC 6/10/10 Min.2546 (d) refers) The information will be sent by 20 Nov. (20 days from receipt) including any exemptions considered and/or costs for providing the information.


	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
Two members of the public attended with a view to co-opting onto the Parish Council.
Questions were asked about what was to be done with three derelict plots on the main road, all owned by developers, which included Hope Villa, the Elf Petrol station and Sturry Court. Questions were also asked about Franklyn House which were answered by Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2566
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin reported that the planning application for Franklyn House will be decided at the CCC Planning Control meeting next Wednesday. It has been recommended by them that the re-build is granted. The building will include more rooms and complies with building regulations. The money has been allocated, but the timescale has been slightly extended.


	
	b)
	Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin reported that work on the Local Development Framework (LDF) has been suspended and that the Executive 
Committee will, this week, be looking for direction regarding houses in multiple occupation following a consultation.

	
	c)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported that 152 Primary Care Trusts are to be abolished, including three in Kent, within the next two and a half years. This is expected to produce a saving of £6b. They are to be replaced by G.P. Consortiums and will be funded by central Government. KCC will be in charge of consistency in quality and healthcare. This will open opportunities for new responsibilities for Parish Councils to work with GPs at a local level. More will be known later this year when the consultation paper is published. 

	
	d)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported that, following the Comprehensive Spending Review, there will be a 28% reduction from central Government in KCCs budget over the next four years. KCC has already reduced their existing budget by £15m, but is hoping to maintain services and that reductions will arise from re-structuring and natural personnel wastage. Council Tax is expected to remain at 2.5% next year.

	
	e)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reminded Councillors that free tickets were available for the “Aladdin” pantomime in Ramsgate to be held on 15 and 16 December 2010.

	2567
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. J. Williams and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2568
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	All Councillors were invited to comment on the County Council’s proposed revised validation documents by the closing date of 13 December 2010.  

	
	b)
	The KALC Notice of 63rd AGM to be held at the Ditton Community Centre on 13 November 2010 has been received. 

Action: Cllrs. Williams and Holden to attend.

	2569
	
	PURCHASE OF UNUSED CEMETERY PLOTS

	
	
	There are 34 unused pre-purchased plots in the Cemetery which were bought in 1975/76 by an individual buyer who is now deceased. None of his descendants live in the area. The Cemetery Superintendent has investigated and has found the Solicitor of one of the descendents. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: To offer to buy back the plots at the original selling price of £12.60 each (Total £428.40)
Action: Cemetery Superintendent to write to the family Solicitor.

	2570
	
	REPLACEMENT CEMETERY GATE SIGN

	
	
	RESOLVED: To pay £30 for the removal of the old sign, painting and repair of the frame and re-installing of the new sign.

Action: Clerk to write to contractor. 


	2571
	
	CEMETERY COMPUTER PACKAGE

	
	
	The Clerk reported that there are problems with the Scribe Cemetery computer package and with support. An alternative and more 
comprehensive package is the RBS Cemetery software package which includes two options. The first option costs £1,000 + £399 for training + mileage. This includes support for the first year. Thereafter support costs are £159 p.a. The second option is a subscription of £480.84 p.a. including annual maintenance. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: To purchase the option one RBS Cemetery software package costing £1,000 + £399 for training plus mileage and including support for the first year.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to  write to RBS to order and to Scribe to cancel.

	2572
	
	DEPUTY CLERK’S TRAINING SCHEDULE

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Council pays for the Deputy Clerk’s attendance of the following training courses:

Cemetery Management (March 2011) costing approximately £95; Exclusive Rights & Transfers (May 2011) costing approximately £95; SLCC Mini Conference (July 2011)  costing approximately £40; SLCC National Conference (October 2011) costing approximately £345 and Working With Your Council ( 2 day course, date to be announced) costing approximately £160. It was also resolved to pay for the Clerk’s attendance of the SLCC Mini Conference and the SLCC National Conference.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to book and raise cheques when necessary.

	2573
	
	REVIEW OF POLICIES

	
	
	In light of the new Equality Act 2010 the following policies were reviewed and adopted:
RESOLVED: To adopt the revised Equality Policy.

RESOLVED: To adopt the revised Dignity at Work/Bullying and Harassment Policy.

RESOLVED: To adopt the revised Disciplinary Procedure Policy.

RESOLVED: To adopt the revised Grievance Procedure Policy.

Action: Copies to be given to all members of staff.

	2574
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/01390/FUL
Erection of porch to front of dwelling


           
16, Mill Road, Sturry


GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/10/01303/FUL
First floor extension to side of dwelling




30, Woodside Road, Sturry

GRANTED

	
	c)
	CA/10/01343/FUL
Erection of detached dwelling (Revised scheme)




Land adjoining 2 Ash Crescent, 

                                 Hersden, Sturry                         
           GRANTED                                                              

	
	d)
	CA/10/01688/FUL
Clubhouse/store (renewal of planning




permission CA/05/0735/FUL)



Land adjacent to Sports Ground, off




Field Way, Sturry



GRANTED



	2575
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/01429/FUL
Construction of two surfaced footpaths for




wheelchairs and pushchairs (Retrospective




application)



West Blean Woods & Thornden Wood,




Sturry/Chestfield

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	b)
	CA/10/01758/FUL
Installation of photovoltaic panels (solar)




to roof slope

                                 Evans Business Centre, 1-2 Sparrow Way, 

           Lakesview International Business Park,



            Westbere


It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	c)
	CA/10/TEMP/0032
Erection of new state-of- the- art educational




building together with outdoor sports pitches, 




a new 3 court MUGA, new parking provision,




drop off zones, new circulatory access and

                                 pedestrian access, landscaping and ancillary

                                 works

                                 Land at Bredlands Lane, Westbere

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	d)
	CA/10/01522/FUL
Erection of two storey building for use as music




school




The Junior King’s School, Church Lane, Sturry 

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	2576
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	
	None.



	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 17 November 2010 at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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