MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT STURRY LIBRARY, HIGH STREET, STURRY

 ON WEDNESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2011

	PRESENT:  Cllrs. P. Topley (Chairman), G. Batter, J. Rana, R.E. Harradine, D. Bubb,  
                     S. Birch, P. Wenham, P. Louch and  A. Bubb.  
Also present were two members of the public.


	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2845
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. H. Taylor and S. Dann (approved)

	2846
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	Cllr. P. Louch declared an interest (Min. 2859 as Treasurer of the Sturry Football Club.
Cllr. A. Bubb declared an interest (Min. 2859 of these Minutes) as Manager of the Sturry Football Club.

	2847
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 September 2011 were approved and confirmed as a true record. 

	2848
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Calcott Hall (SPC 7/9/11 Min. 2829 (f) refers) Cllr. Topley reported that he attended the Planning Inspectorate’s meeting and that the appeal was rejected. The building has to be demolished within nine months and the developer has six months in which to demolish the boundary wall and fence and to remove all the raised kerbs around the service road.

	
	b)
	Christmas Pantomime (SPC 7/9/11 Min. 2830 (a)  refers) Cllr. Harradine reported that the Sturry Over 50s Group are organising transport to the Pantomime and are also inviting non-members from the Parish to attend.

	
	c)
	Annual Playground Inspection (SPC 7/9/11 Min. 2844 (a)  refers) Cllr. D. Bubb reported that he has completed the preliminary report and is waiting to hear from an expert.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	A member of the public presented his case regarding grass cutting of the Sturry Football pitch (Min. 2859 of these Minutes refer). 

	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2849
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting
It was proposed by Cllr. A. Bubb and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved.

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.


	2850
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	a)
	The next Parish Forum meeting will be held on Saturday 8 October at Spring Lane Neighbourhood Centre, Sussex Avenue, Canterbury from 
10am to 12 noon. 
Action: Cllr. G. Batter will attend as the Parish Council representative.

	
	b)
	A request has been received from Community Warden Angela Pullen to set up a gazebo on Library Green on the morning of Friday 30 September to celebrate elderly people’s contribution to society in the Library.
It was AGREED to grant permission.

Action: Clerk to inform the Warden.

All other items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes.

	2851
	
	OFFICE COMPUTERS
Following a recommendation from ADM Computing, due to the age of the Office computers, three quotations have been received as follows:
Option 1 – Replacement of both computers £1118.00 + Additional items £596.50. Option 2 – Replacement of the Deputy Clerk’s computer + upgrade of Clerk’s computer £951.00 + Additional items £596.50.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept Option 1 to replace both computers including additional items totalling approximately £1,714.45.

Action: Clerk to write to ADM Computing

	2852
	
	STREET NAMING 

	
	
	Canterbury City Council has asked the Parish Council to name the new development on the site of the Elf Petrol Station, on Island Road, next to Sturry Station. Kinn McIntosh, local historian was asked to suggest an historic name. She suggested “Shepherds Pound” since this was the site of the ancient parish pound where stray animals were rounded up and kept, as well as sheep being loaded on the railway wagons from there after 1847. Another possibility was “Drover’s Corner” which is mentioned in her book “An East Kent Quintet”

	
	
	RESOLVED: To put forward the name “Drovers Corner”
Action: Clerk to write to Canterbury City Council.

	2853
	
	KENT COUNTY PLAYING FIELDS SUBSCRIPTION

	
	
	RESOLVED: To pay the annual subscription to the Kent Playing Fields Association costing £20.00.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	2854
	
	POND WARDEN

	
	
	A request has been received from the BTCV Pond Warden Scheme by a local man who will have completed his training this year. His work, which is voluntary, would include recording and surveying ponds, participation in conservation and help with grant funding. It was AGREED to accept his request.
Action: Clerk to write to him. 

	2855
	
	HERSDEN BMX SITE

	
	
	The recent accident at the site and the implications to the Parish Council were discussed at length. It was AGREED to write to the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre and the BMX organisers to state that unless the Council’s conditions, set out in the letter dated 22 July 2011, are complied 
with in full with immediate effect the Council will withdraw its Public Liability and will no longer pay for safety inspections of the site.
Action: Clerk to write.

	2856
	
	OFF STREET PARKING

	
	
	Concerns were raised regarding off street parking on grass verges throughout the Parish particularly on the corner of Hillbrow Avenue, Homewood Road, Pleydell Crescent and Popes Lane. 

The possibility of taking over the parking area off Hillbrow Avenue from Canterbury City Council was discussed and it was felt that this time the City Council may be more amenable due to cut backs and “localism”.
Action: Clerk to obtain a quotation for two “No Parking” signs and to ask
Canterbury City Council for permission to put them on the verge at the top of Hoadeswood Road.
Action: Clerk to obtain prices for bollards.

Action: Clerk to make enquiries regarding the parking area off Hillbrow Avenue.

	2857
	
	CEMETERY GATES

	
	
	Disabled access to the Cemetery has been monitored since March this year. Four keys have been given out to disabled people and one to a pram user. The system is working well and no problems have arisen nor complaints made.
RESOLVED: To continue with the system of giving out keys to disabled people and pram users.

	2858
	
	PARK VIEW 20mph ZONE

	
	
	County Councillor Alan Marsh’s request for the Parish Council to identify a 20mph zone around Sturry Primary School was discussed. 
It was AGREED to put 20mph signs, if possible, on each entry to the Park View area which includes Link Road, McCarthy Avenue, Woodside Road and Ince Road. It was also suggested that the Primary School is involved by having a competition for the best “childrens” sign to be added to the 20mph. signs.

Action: Clerk to send details and map to County Cllr. Alan Marsh. 

	2859
	
	STURRY FOOTBALL CLUB GRASS CUTTING

	
	
	Cllrs. P. Louch and A. Bubb left the meeting having declared an interest in this item.

A request has been received from Sturry Football Club for financial help with grass cutting of the football pitch. 
RESOLVED:  To instruct the Council’s Contractor to cut the grass on the football pitch and pay him £765 in total (17 cuts costing £45.00 per cut).
Action: Clerk to write to Sturry Football Club and Contractor

	2860
	
	CEMETERY WASTE DISPOSAL

	
	
	(SPC 7/9/11 Min.2838 refers )The Clerk reported that the Parish Council cannot hold a waste disposal licence, but can pay for it on behalf of a named contractor. The licence would be in his name and he could use it for doing other work. The cost of the licence is £154.00 p.a. The cost for Viridor to provide a 1100 litre waste bin in the cemetery and empty it 
fortnightly is £325.00 p.a.
RESOLVED: To pay for a waste disposal licence costing £154.00pa in the name of the Parish Council’s grass cutting contractor.

Action: Clerk to complete form and raise cheque.

	2861
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/11/01312/FC
  Prior notification for the erection of an agricultural




  building




  3, Providence Place, Sturry   FARMING-APPROVAL 








 OF DETAILS NOT REQ’D

	
	b)
	CA/11/01343/KSOD
  Details of external lighting, scheme of land-




  scaping and archaeology works pursuant to




  conditions (4), (7) and (14) of planning 




  permission CA/10/1790/K3F




  Land at Bredlands Lane, Sturry
    NO OBJECTION

	
	c)
	CA/10/01840/FUL
  Demolition of existing building and erection 

                                  of detached dwelling with associated parking

                                  102, Island Road, Sturry

        
  GRANTED

	
	d)
	CA/11/00951/FUL
  Porch to front and two storey extension to




  side of dwelling




  The Avenue, Hersden


  REFUSED

	2862
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	Notice of proposed work to trees in a conservation area




  Various




  14, Fordwich Road, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections.

	
	b)
	CA/11/00978/FUL
  Two and single storey extensions to side and rear 

                                   of dwelling (amended/additional plans)

                                   19, Fordwich Road, Sturry     

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	2863
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	It was reported that there have been problems with teenagers holding parties in and around the Parish and it is known that some of the teenagers are from Canterbury and Herne Bay. Councillors have agreed to encourage more people to report incidents.

	
	b)
	Councillor Birch asked if the street light on Link Road adjacent to the Outdoor Gym could be made into a double light so that one side faces the gym.
Action: Clerk to make enquiries.

	
	d)
	The Clerk reported that the Gents & Ladies toilets were blocked last week and that Cllr. Wenham attended to them. The toilet roll holders were vandalised and  Mr. Stannard replaced them, at no cost, with second hand ones. Under delegated powers the Clerk has asked Southgate Electricals  to repair the light outside the men’s toilets and the light inside the  men’s toilet which is flashing. 

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.56pm.

	
	
	

	
	
	                                                   Signed ………………………………………

	
	
	                                                                        Chairman

	
	
	                                                       Date ………………………………………

	The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 5 October 2011 at 7.30pm at the Broad Oak Village Hall, Shalloak Road, Broad Oak.
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