MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT STURRY LIBRARY, HIGH STREET, STURRY

 ON WEDNESDAY 20 JULY 2011

	PRESENT:  Cllrs. P. Topley (Chairman), G. Batter, R.E. Harradine, , D. Bubb,  
                     H. Taylor, S. Birch, P. Wenham, P. Louch  and  A. Bubb
Also present were Angela Pullen (KCC Community Warden) and two members of the public.


	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2804
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. S. Dann. No apology was received from Cllr. J. Rana.

	2805
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.

	2806
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6 July 2011 were approved and confirmed as a true record. 

	2807
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	County & District Councillors Reports (SPC 6/7/11 Min. 2791 refers)
Cllr. Topley reported that the Minutes of the last Joint Transportation Board meeting confirm that the Herne Bay KCC members agreed to fund the reduction in the speed limit on the A291.

	
	b)
	Planning Applications (SPC 6/7/11 Min. 2802 (e) refers)
Cllr. Taylor reported that she has received seven objections to the planning application for 10, River View, Sturry and that she has attended a site visit with Officers. Cllr. Taylor added that she will be supporting the objections.



	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	None.

	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2808
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting
It was proposed by Cllr. G. Batter and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved.
The invoices from April to June 2011 were checked and signed by Cllrs. Topley and Rana last week and the monthly bank reconciliation statements listing the bank account balances agreeing to the cash book were also signed by the same two councillors.

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	
	c)
	Detailed Income & Expenditure Report to 30 June 2011

	
	
	The report for the first quarter was received and an explanation of expenditure compared to budget figures was given by the Clerk.



	
	d)
	BUDGET REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES

	
	   (i)
	Magazine Advertising Charges
Printing and delivery costs are higher than advertising income received although there has been a steady rise in income over the last two years. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: Not to increase magazine advertising fees in the year 2012/2013 due to the current economic climate, but to increase advertising income by offering all present advertisers, including those on the waiting list,  a two line advertisement on the website at a cost of £12.00 +VAT.
RESOLVED: Not to increase the magazine deliverers’ payments.

NOTED: That Cllrs. A. Bubb and S. Birch volunteered to deliver magazines if and when any present deliverer dropped out.

	
	(ii)
	Cemetery Fees

	
	
	The Cemetery is self funding and has made a small profit in each of the last three years. The fees are in line with those of Canterbury City Council.

	
	
	RESOLVED: Not to increase Cemetery charges in the year 2012/2013. 

	
	(iii)
	Salaries

	
	
	The Clerk’s 2011/2012 pay scales are still being negotiated. The NJC has recommended an increase across all pay scales, of £250, and a decrease in working hours from 37 to 35 hours per week for the same pay. 

RESOLVED: To take account of this in the budget for 2012/2013. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk’s salary is increased, following a successful appraisal, by one increment from LC3 point 39 to point 40 pro rata from 1 October 2011. An increase of approx. £861.00 pro rata (2009 pay scales). 

It was AGREED not to increase the Park Warden’s quarterly retainer for the year 2012/2013.
It was AGREED not to increase the Toilet/Office Cleaner’s salary in 2012/2013 as this was increased in April 2011.  

	2809
	
	PCSO & WARDEN REPORTS

	
	
	Angela Pullen (KCC Community Warden) reported that she has referred over one hundred households to the Handyvan Services who deal with security services for older people. Angela said that the recent Crime Prevention project was a success and that she will be arranging another one before Christmas. She has also visited schools and has several other projects in hand, including a Smartwater project which will be advertised on the Parish Council notice boards. Angela asked the Council for permission to erect a gazebo on Park View Playing Field in mid August for an alcohol awareness information day. This was granted.

	2810
	
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	
	a)
	Cllr. Topley’s written and verbal report on the KALC Executive Meeting that he attended in Lenham on Saturday 9 July 2011 was received.

	
	b)
	Cllr. Topley’s written and verbal report on the KALC Canterbury District Meeting that he attended at Tyler Hill on Wednesday 13 July 2011 was received.

	2811
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	The Clerk’s Kent Highways Seminar Report that she attended in Ashford 
on 11 July 2011 was received.

	
	b)
	The Deputy Clerk’s SLCC Branch Conference Report that she attended, with the Clerk, in Maidstone on 1 July 2011 was received.

	2812
	
	CEMETERY TREE WORK

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation for £20 + VAT from John Caddick to cut back the branches of an Oak Tree overhanging onto gravestones in the Cemetery.
Action: Clerk to write to the contractor.

	2813
	
	STURRY TOILETS HYGEINE SERVICES
Two quotations were received for the maintenance of the Sturry Toilets hydromisers, soap dispensers and emptying of sanibins. One from Mustang Hygiene Services for £570.00 + VAT per annum and one from PHS for £736.00. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Mustang Hygiene Services for maintenance of hydromisers,(1 p.a.) (12 p.a. soap dispensers), (12 p.a. emptying of sanibins) for £570.00 + VAT.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to both contractors.

	2814
	
	STURRY TOILETS PERIODIC INSPECTION REPORT

	
	
	An initial written electrical survey report has been received from Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd. identifying three items which need attention including the installation of a replacement dual RCD consumer unit at the mains position.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept a quotation for £186.00 + VAT from Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd. to install a replacement dual RCD consumer unit

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept a quotation from Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd. for a Periodic Inspection Certificate for the Sturry Toilets for £75.00 + VAT.
Action: Clerk to write to the contractor.

Action: Clerk to put the other two items needing attention on the September agenda.

	2815
	
	STURRY TOILETS SIGNS

	
	
	A quotation has been received from A. Batt for £550.00 + VAT to remove the old signs from the Sturry Toilets, fix new signage and a new disabled door handle, make good and paint 4 doors.

Action: Clerk to obtain another quotation and put on the next agenda. 

	2816
	
	PARISH OFFICE PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING

	
	
	Quotations have been received from Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd.  for PAT testing of electrical appliances in the Parish Council Office for £3.50 + VAT per item and Log Book  for £11.00 and from Nationwide Electrical Safety for £99 + VAT to test up to 20 appliances.

RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Southgate Electrical Co. Ltd. for £3.50 per item tested and £11.00 for a log book. 

Action: Clerk to write to contractor.

	2817
	
	KENT MINERALS & WASTE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CONSULTATION

	
	
	Cllr. Topley presented his report on the consultation and it was AGREED that there were two main areas of concern including the increase in traffic, probably 20 ton lorries turning on to and off the A28 and an increase in activity in the Canterbury Industrial Park which will have an adverse effect
on the residents of Hersden. The proposal for the Shelford site in Broad Oak was unclear and clarification was needed.
Action: Clerk to respond

	2818
	
	STURRY BOMBING 70th  ANNIVERSARY EVENT

	
	
	Derek Butler, together with the Forward to Victory WW2 re-enactment group and Sturry Parish Council are working on a project to commemorate the bombing of Sturry. The event which will be held in the week of 14-18 November 2011 will include talks and an exhibition in the Library.  All shops and businesses in the High Street have granted permission to have their windows and shop fronts decorated with war posters and memorabilia. Martin Farbrother (the Crooner) will sing wartime songs for half an hour before the ceremony which will be held at 11am on 18 November. The Remembrance Day wreath is on order. Further details have been put in the September issue of the Parish Council magazine and will be put on the notice boards nearer the time.

	2819
	
	QUEEN’S JUBILEE CELEBRATION EVENT

	
	
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh has offered funding towards the celebration which will be held in June 2012. It was AGREED to offer to work in partnership with representatives of the Sturry Community Fund Committee, the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre Committee and the Broad Oak Hall Committee and to include one or two members of the Parish Council to form a Queen’s Jubilee Steering Group to plan for this event.
Action: Initially, Cllrs. Wenham, Birch and Harradine will put this offer forward to their respective Committees and report back at the September Parish Council Meeting.

	2820
	
	BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2012/2013

	
	
	Several possible projects were put forward and it was decided that, at this point in time, they were not feasible for various reasons. It was AGREED that there was a need for a Parish Council notice board in Link Road against the Park View fence. It was also AGREED to obtain a quotation to re-furbish the old Cemetery notice board, if possible.
Action: Clerk to ask Crackin’ Glass for a quotation.

	2821
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	Notice of proposed work to trees in a conservation area




The Rectory, 2 The Hamels, Church Lane, Sturry




Work to three Horse Chestnut trees involving the 

                                 removal of dead stems and ivy and a reduction by 1/3 

                                 of the canopy of one tree.

It was AGREED that there were no objections.

	
	b)
	CA/11/01117/FUL
Erection of Motorhome shelter (retrospective 

                                 application)   




Unit 34, Wealden Forest Park, Canterbury Road, 

                                 Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.



	
	c)
	CA/11/00982/FUL
Two storey extension to dwelling




5, The Firs, Hersden, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.



	
	d)
	CA/11/01075/FUL
Erection of building for Class A1 Use




Land adjacent to Mansfields Farm Shop,




Herne Bay Road, Sturry
It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	
	e)
	CA/11/00939/FUL
Window to side, ground and first floor extensions





to rear of dwelling (amended)





20, Mill Road, Sturry
It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application.

	2822
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	Cllr. Batter attended a presentation at Canterbury City Council regarding their Corporate Plan consultation which closes on 31 August 2011. Councillors AGREED, that because of the August recess and timescale to respond individually at www.canterbury.gov.uk/corporateplan Cllr. Batter will write a report on the presentation for the September meeting.

	
	b)
	The Clerk reported that she received a message from Terry McMahon, Hersden Youth Worker that a 44 year old man was badly injured, last week, on the Hersden BMX track due to an accident and was airlifted to hospital. Under the original agreement those responsible, originally the Hersden Youth Club organisers, agreed to provide the Parish Council with copies of Risk Assessment forms and Accident Forms regularly. This has never happened despite repeated requests. In return the Parish Council would pay for inspections of the track. Any defects would be carried out by the organisers. The Parish Council has liability insurance and as lessees of the ground would be made liable if a case of negligence occurred. The Clerk has informed the Parish Council’s insurers who have stated that there is no case to answer on this occasion. A post accident inspection has also been commissioned. Following this incident it was AGREED to write to the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre who, we believe, have taken over the responsibility of the BMX track, to give them six months notice to comply with the above conditions and that if they do not comply the Parish Council will no longer pay for inspections and they will have to insure the track with their own insurers.
Action: Clerk to write to the HNC Committee

	
	c)
	P.C. Robin MacAlpine-Downie has confirmed that he has identified three offenders who were involved in the vandalism of the new toddler climbing frame in the Park View children’s play area and is proposing restorative justice. In principle they have agreed to pay their proportion towards the cost of repair of the equipment. This requires agreement by all parties, the Parish Council, the offenders and Kent Police. It was AGREED by the 
Parish Council to hold a meeting with the other parties involved and that Cllr. Birch would represent the Parish Council.

Action: P.C. Robin MacAlpine-Downie to arrange the meeting. 

	
	d)
	Cllr. Topley reported that he had a meeting with a CCC Planning Officer and a representative from Lee Evans regarding overcoming the Parish Council’s objections to the diversion of footpath CB68, Land adjoining 73 Sweechgate, Broad Oak (SPC 6/4/11 Min. 2713 (d) refers). It was AGREED that the original objections were valid.

Action: Cllr. Topley to inform CCC and Lee Evans. 

	
	e)
	It was AGREED that Cllrs. Topley, Wenham and Batter would attend a Parish Council Planning meeting to decide on responses to planning

applications if any planning applications were received during the August recess


	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.

	
	
	

	
	
	                                                   Signed ………………………………………

	
	
	                                                                        Chairman

	
	
	                                                       Date ………………………………………


	The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 September 2011 at 7.30pm at Sturry Library, Chafy Crescent, Sturry
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