MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE HERSDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, THE AVENUE, HERSDEN 

ON WEDNESDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2011

	PRESENT: Cllrs. P. Topley, (Chairman), P. Wenham, S. Birch, D. Bubb, 
                     P. Louch, J. Rana, H. Taylor, A. Bubb, R. E. Harradine and G. Batter 
Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. T. Austin, Michelle Weston (PCSO Supervisor) and five members of the public. 

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2896
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllrs. S. Dann (approved). 

	2897
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None. 

	2898
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19 October 2011 were approved and confirmed as a true record. 

	2899
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Parking on verges (SPC 19/10/11 Min. 2889 refers) It was reported that another vehicle was parked on the verge on the corner of Homewood Road.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	A member of the public informed the Council of the problems at the caravan park behind the Royal Oak Public House in Sweechgate, Broad Oak. The Landlord has left and the Brewery has given the caravan residents very short notice to leave which is too short for them to find alternative housing. No one is managing the site.
District Cllr. Tony Austin has taken up the case and offered to talk with the residents present after the meeting. 

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 


	2900
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh informed the Council that Stagecoach is planning to re-route the No. 7 bus off Island Road and through Sleigh Road, Cedar Road and Hoadeswood Road on the basis of one request from a local resident.
· A speed limit study was conducted in Park View and the findings were that the average speed was 18.7mph. The best course of action was to wait until the Maidstone study is completed and then look again at speed limit measures in Park View.

· Alan is very concerned about the proposed closure of the Sturry Fire Station and will advise the Council on options whatever the outcome.
· Kent County Council fronted a court case with 127 other authorities with the Icelandic Government and won preferred credit status for all local government authorities including

Canterbury City Council. All £10 million was returned to KCC from the Dexia Bank. 

	
	b)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin will be looking into bus routes in the North Ward especially as there are many elderly people living in Paffard Court and the Park View area.
· Tony talked about fire grounds and suggested putting a Fire station in the vicinity of Wildwood which would be a lot closer to Sturry than the Herne Bay Station.
· There is going to be a downgrading of the enhanced care service at Paffard Court.

· Tony has received the letter from the Parish Council regarding s.106 money from local developments being given back to the Parish, but has not replied yet because s.106 is being reviewed.

	
	c)
	District Cllr. Heather Taylor reported that she attended a meeting with the Canterbury Chief Commander of the Fire & Rescue Service.

	2901
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. A. Bubb and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2902
	
	CLERK’S REPORT

	
	
	An email has been sent to Julian Brazier MP lobbying for business rates to be given to Parish Councils. A reply has been received in support of the Council’s letter.

	2903
	
	CHAIRMAN’S AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

	
	a)

	A written report was received from Cllr. G. Batter on the Canterbury District Parish Forum held at Spring Lane, Canterbury on Saturday 8 October 2011.
Cllr. Batter added that Sturry had the highest rural settlement score of all the local villages which could have implications regarding future development in the area. 

	
	b)
	A written report was received from the Chairman, Cllr. P. Topley on the KALC Executive Meeting held at the Tyler Hill Memorial Hall, Tyler Hill on Saturday 8 October 2011.
Cllrs. P. Topley and P. Wenham will be attending the KALC AGM on Saturday 12 November 2011 as voting representatives. The Council agreed the response to five items on the agenda.

	2904
	
	HERSDEN INFORMATION LEAFLET

	
	
	Seven Councillors have signed a special motion, according to standing order 11 (c), to rescind the decision made at the Parish Council meeting held on 19 October (Min. 2888 refers). 

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Council pays for the cost of the paper and printing of the Hersden information leaflets.
Action: Clerk to do.



	2905
	
	STURRY FIRE STATION

	
	
	(SPC 19/10/11 Min.2890 refers)

	
	
	RESOLVED: To organise a Public Meeting this month regarding the proposed closure of Sturry Fire Station.
Action: Clerk to book hall, arrange publicity and posters and print IRMP forms.

Action: Cllr. Taylor to obtain details of invitations.

Action: Councillors to deliver and collect IRMP forms from Parishioners.

	2906
	
	GRAFFITI REMOVAL

	
	
	Canterbury City Council is now charging the Parish Councils for graffiti removal.
RESOLVED: To purchase graffiti removal products for use on masonry, metals, fibreglass and glass at a cost of £72.00 + VAT for 12 x 1 litre bottles and to purchase a graffiti removal product for use on plastics, polycarbonates and other materials not mentioned above at a cost of £72.00 + VAT for 12 x 1 litre bottles.  The products are bio-degradable, non- hazardous and non-flammable. 

	
	
	Action: Clerk to order.

	2907
	
	CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS

	
	
	The Clerk has obtained a special  price  from Blachere for 150m of Christmas lights for £450.00 for the tree in Forge Gardens. Serco have also agreed a discounted price of £150.00 for putting them up.  The lights can be easily repaired and are weatherproof meaning that once they are up they do not have to be removed.
RESOLVED: To purchase the Christmas lights for the tree on Forge Gardens at a cost of £450.00 and instruct Serco to put them up at a cost of £150.00

Action: Clerk to order and speak to Serco.

	2908
	
	MAPPING SOFTWARE

	
	
	RESOLVED: To purchase mapping software from Parish Online costing approximately £70 + £20 p.a. for support. 
Action: Clerk to order

	2909
	
	CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT EVENT

	
	
	RESOLVED: To organise a Christmas Concert in St. Nicholas Church on Friday 25 November ’11 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm in partnership with the Community Warden and the Friends of the Church. The event will   include carol singing with the City of Canterbury Band, a raffle and refreshments.

Action: Clerk to advertise the event. 

	2910
	
	CLERK’S DELEGATED POWERS REVIEW

The Clerk’s delegated powers were reviewed.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To delegate an additional power to the Clerk to be able to purchase replacement only signs, keys and other minor items to the value of £60 without having to put the quotes on the agenda.
Action: Clerk to add to Delegated Powers to the Clerk list.



	2911
	
	CEMETERY WASTE

	
	
	(SPC 21/9/11 Min.2860 refers) The cost of a waste disposal licence is £154.00 plus £40.00 each time to dispose of waste at the Shelford site. The Deputy Clerk has looked into other options and has spoken to Canterbury City Council who have agreed that they will adopt and empty the cemetery bins weekly free of charge.

	2912
	
	DONATIONS COMMITTEE
The Donations Committee, consisting of members of the local community agreed the allocation of £1,656.73 out of the £2,000.00 Donations Budget as follows:

· £696.90, the full amount requested, to the Hersden Under 5s towards play equipment.

· £709.83, the full amount requested, to the Sturry Pre School towards play equipment.

· £250.00, the full amount requested, to the Hersden Community Centre for a Community Christmas Event.

	
	
	The Donations Committee report recommends that, in future, the grants criteria is to be for equipment/kit only and not for one off events. All applicants were allocated the full amount asked for and there is £343.27 left in the Donations Budget.

	2913
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/11/01252/FUL
Erection of building for swimming pool




(Revised scheme)  




Stonerocks Farm, Hawe Lane, Sturry
GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/11/01469/LB
Erection of building for swimming pool enclosure




Stonerocks Farm, Hawe Lane, Sturry
GRANTED

	2914
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/11/01672/FUL
Porch to front and two storey side extension




to dwelling




19 The Avenue, Hersden, Sturry

It was AGREED that there are no objections to this planning application.

	
	b)
	CA/11/01429/FUL
Demolition of existing garages and erection of




replacement triple garage




Mayton Cottages, Heel Lane, Broad Oak, Sturry

It was AGREED that there are no objections to this planning application.

	
	c)
	CA/11/01691/TPO 
Reduce crown of Oak by 25% and reduce top 
                                Growth of Conifer tree subject to TPO 3 of 1964




36, River View, Sturry 

	
	
	It was AGREED that there are no objections to this planning application.

	2915
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	
	The Chairman, Cllr. Topley was authorised to speak, on behalf of the Council, at the next RAMP and Executive Meetings regarding a village hall concurrent funding discrepancy. 


	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 16 November 2011 at Sturry Library, Chafy Crescent, Sturry.


	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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