MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT BROAD OAK VILLAGE HALL, SHALLOAK ROAD, BROAD OAK
ON 2 MARCH 2011

	PRESENT:   Cllrs. G. Holden, (Chairman),  J. Williams, G. Batter,  P. Louch 
                     R.E.Harradine, S. Dann, P. Wenham and P. Topley.
Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. T. Austin and two members of the public.

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. and welcomed Cllr. Peter Wenham as the new Sturry North Parish Councillor. 

	
	
	

	2664
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	All Councillors were present.

	2665
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.

	2666
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 February 2011 were approved and confirmed as a true record.

	2667
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Outdoor Gym – The gym will be installed from midday on Monday 21 March 2011 and the work will take approximately two days. The toddler climbing frame is also likely to be installed in March but the Contractors have yet to confirm the exact date. Both installations are dependent on weather conditions.

	
	b)
	Chislet Gardens – Following representations from Sturry Parish the Council Canterbury City Council Planning Enforcement section has resolved to issue a s215 notice to the developers of the land on the right hand side entrance to Chislet Gardens.


	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
None.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 
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	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	District Cllr. Tony Austin reported on the following:
· Confirmation that there will be no increase in Council Tax this year

· Canterbury City Council has agreed to give the Franklyn House commemorative bombing of Sturry plaque to the Parish Council.

Tony would like to present the plaque to the Council at the Annual Meeting on 30 March 2011.

· Residents can now apply for 3 rolls of re-cycling sacks per delivery if they are registered and have 1-4 members in the family.



	
	b)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh introduced Georgina Glover, Chairman of Westbere Parish Council and reported on the following:

	
	
	· Re-cycling sacks are under review and it would be a good time for the Parish Council to write to Canterbury City Council to give their views. 

· The Spires Academy new development has been granted.

· Money has been earmarked towards the celebration of the Royal Wedding. £400 to each of seven units including Sturry Parish Council and the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre.

Action: Clerk to put on next agenda for discussion.
· Public toilets are very important from a health point of view. Alan would like to be briefed regularly about the Sturry Public toilets as support from Kent County Council may be available.
· Clerks will no longer be able to be self-employed, as from this April, according to an Inland Revenue directive. 
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	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. P. Topley and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2670
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	A message has been received from Nick Chard, new KCC Chairman of KCCs Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee. Monthly meetings are to be held at County Hall Maidstone. Meetings are webcast on www.kent.gov.uk  and the next meeting will be held on Friday 25 March at 10am.
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	CHAIRMAN’S AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

	
	a)
	Cllr. Topley reported on the Parish Forum meeting that he and the Clerk attended on Saturday 26 February 2011. Subjects covered included the re-structuring of Canterbury City Council’s website, the Localism Bill and the forthcoming District and Parish Council elections. Handouts of the Localism Bill and Elections were given out to all Councillors.

	2672
	
	STURRY PUBLIC TOILETS

	
	
	The Clerk’s written report included an update on the cost of insuring the toilets, the costs of cleaning materials and other toilet sundries. Both are  less  than the amount paid by Canterbury City Council at present.
RESOLVED: To pay the Toilet Cleaner on a monthly basis in line with other Parish Council staff and to increase her salary by £9.69 per calendar month as from 1 April 2011.

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Clerk is given delegated powers to purchase toilet cleaning materials and sundries when necessary.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to complete the new contract and job description.

	2673
	
	THE KENT MEN OF TREES SUBSCRIPTION

	
	
	RESOLVED: To pay the annual subscription to The Kent Men of Trees costing £25.00.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to raise cheque.


	2674
	
	ACTION WITH COMMUNITIES IN RURAL KENT SUBSCRIPTION

	
	
	RESOLVED: To pay the annual subscription to Action with Communities in Rural Kent costing £35.00.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to raise cheque.

	2675
	
	BTCV SUBSCRIPTION

	
	
	RESOLVED: To pay the annual subscription to the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) costing £35.00.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to raise cheque.
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	DISABLED ACCESS AUDIT

	
	
	The office disabled access audit was completed several years ago and it was decided that it was not feasible to provide wheelchair access due to the layout of the building and width of pavement outside. A disabled notice and door bell was installed to cover the legislation.
Another audit has now been completed regarding Parish Council meetings held in the upstairs meeting room and of disabled access to the Cemetery.  
Parish Council meetings KCC Libraries have agreed to let the Parish Council hold meetings in Sturry Library at a cost of £5.00 per hour. A key will be provided.

Sturry Cemetery The cost of providing a new width wheelchair access gate to the Cemetery would be £1,450.00, not including the cutting down of trees and alterations to internal path and dropped curbing. 

	
	
	RESOLVED: To hold Parish Council meetings for the Sturry area in Sturry Library as from April 2011 and to pay the cost of £5.00 per hour. The meetings held in Broad Oak Hall and the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre will continue as normal.
Action: Clerk to write to Ian Simpson, KCC Libraries
RESOLVED: To provide a key to the main Cemetery gate to all disabled users who apply for one.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to arrange for extra keys to be cut.

	2677
	
	CITIZENS PANEL FOCUS GROUP

	
	
	RESOLVED: That Cllr. P. Topley will attend the Citizen’s Panel Focus Group meeting, to be held on 8 March from 6.30-8.00pm. at the Kent Police Headquarters in Maidstone, to discuss Neighbourhood Policing 

	
	
	Action: Clerk to book
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	KENT & MEDWAY FUNDING FAIR

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Clerk and Deputy Clerk attend the Action with Communities in Rural Kent - Kent & Medway Funding Fair to be held from 9.30am.on Wednesday 13 April 2011 at the Folkestone Academy.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to book.
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	VILLAGE HALL GRANTS

	
	
	Village Hall Grant requests for £1,000 each have been received from the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre, Sturry Social Centre and  Broad Oak Village Hall. All information requested from them including Grant Application forms, Reserves Policies, audited accounts and quotations, were included and have been checked.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To give a £1,000 grant to the Hersden Neighbourhood
Centre, Sturry Social Centre and Broad Oak Village Hall totalling £3,000 in all.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to raise cheques.
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	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/01812/FUL   Conversion of garage to annexe accommodation

                                with associated alterations

                                72, Sturry Hill, Sturry                            REFUSED

	
	b)
	CA/11/00045/FUL   Continued use of garage to provide additional

                                living accommodation

                                Broad Oak Lodge,10 Shalloak Road

                                Broad Oak                                            GRANTED 

	
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	Notice of proposed work to trees in a conservation area
                                Removal of two Hawthorns and three Holly trees,

                                removal of lower branches of a Chinese Walnut

                                tree and cut back overhanging, slanted and 

                                contorted Hazel.

                                19, Fordwich Road, Sturry & The Square behind

                                Numbers 19 & 21 & neighbouring woodland.

It was AGREED that there were no objections to the work.
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	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	Under emergency delegated powers and in consultation with the Chairman the Clerk instructed a contractor to repair and replace the wooden slat on the seat at the Mill Road concrete bus shelter.

	
	b)
	Copies of the Journal of Local Planning which includes information about the Localism Bill and Neighbourhood Development Plans were given to all Councillors. This will be an agenda item for the next meeting where Neighbourhood Development Plans will be discussed. 

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 16 March at Sturry Parish Council Office, 38, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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