MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT THE STURRY LIBRARY, HIGH STREET, STURRY
ON WEDNESDAY 18 MAY 2011

	PRESENT:  Cllrs. P. Topley (Chairman), G. Batter, , R.E. Harradine, 
                     S. Birch, S. Dann,  D. Bubb, J. Rana, A. Bubb and P. Louch.  
Also present were seven members of the public.


	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

	
	
	

	2741
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received Cllr. H. Taylor (approved) and from District Cllr. T. Austin. 

	2742
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.
The Clerk asked the Councillors to keep their Declarations of Interest Forms until the next meeting when representatives on outside bodies will be decided. All forms will then need to be given to the Clerk by Friday 3 June 2011 (statutory period of 28 days).

	2743
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Chairman reported that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on  11 May  2011 would have to be approved at the next meeting due to the short timescale between the last meeting and the agenda for this meeting being delivered.

	2744
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Parish Office Water Meter – The water meter has been installed (after a year of waiting) and there is a credit of £376.26 for the period 19 April ’11 to 31 March ‘12



	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	A member of the public was concerned that there were not enough post boxes in Sturry and that one, especially, was needed for the elderly people at the top of Link Road.
Action: Clerk to write to the Post Office.

A member of the public asked about the progress of connecting the floodlights at the Multi Use Games Area in Park View.

Answered: This is being followed up and another quotation has been sought from EDF.

A member of the public handed in a letter containing 40 signatures from Hersden residents in support of Leisa Tracy for the Hersden co-option vacancy.

Received.
A member of the public was concerned that there were not enough facilities in Sturry and no community spirit.

Noted.


	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2745
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Harradine and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 


	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2746
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes.

	2747
	
	DOG POOP SCOOP BAGS

	
	
	The last supply of 10,000 green bio-degradable dog poop scoop bags were bought in February 2010. A new supply of 10,000 costs £482.39 incl. VAT and carriage which is an approximate increase of £2.00. There is no extra charge for the wording “Sponsored by Sturry Parish Council” on the packs.
RESOLVED: To purchase dog poop scoop bags from another, cheaper source such as ASDA instead of the usual supplier.
Action: Clerk to look into prices and purchase.

	2748
	
	PARK VIEW PLAY AREA GATE

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from D. Morgan for £325 + VAT to replace the damaged entrance gate to the Park View children’s play area. 

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to contractor.

	2749
	
	FRANKLYN HOUSE CONTRACTOR PARKING

	
	
	(SPC 20/04/11 Min. 2726 (b) refers) The next meeting with CCC Housing is scheduled for July. The Councillors attending were asked to suggest possible solutions to the potential problem of contractor vehicles parking in the High Street. Several suggestions were put forward:
· The hire of a mini bus to bring workmen from the Sturry Road Park & Ride

· Ask Greenfield’s for use of their car park

Action: Clerk to ask Dist. Cllr. Austin on any ideas that the Housing Committee or Contractors may have.

	2750
	
	ANNUAL MEETING ACTION PLAN  

	
	
	Two points were raised following representations from the electorate at the Annual Parish Meeting held on 30 March 2011:

	
	a)
	Disability access to the Cemetery – The decision to distribute keys for the main gates to disabled and wheelchair users was made at the meeting on 2 March 2011 (Min.2676 refers) and it was agreed to monitor this for a period of six months.

	
	b)
	Multi Use Games Area Floodlights – This is being followed up and another quotation has been sought from EDF Energy.

All other representations noted in the APM Minutes have been achieved.

	2751
	
	PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

	
	
	A letter has been received from Louise Adams, Public Rights of Way, stating that savings have to be made on vegetation clearance and that they have had to amend their contracts to reduce the overall amount of vegetation clearance by 50%. Also, asking if the Parish Council could either contribute towards the cost, or be willing to undertake clearance using volunteers. I have spoken to both the Sturry Footpaths Group and the Ramblers who would be willing to undertake the work. The Clerk has replied asking if, in return, their department would pay for training, where necessary, in the use of tools and replace any missing footpath finger posts. The Clerk stated that she is willing to act as the liaison person so 
that there is no duplication of work and so that the footpaths are cleared as soon as possible after being reported to the office.  

	2752
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED:

	
	a)
	CA/11/00347/FUL
Dormer windows to front and rear of dwelling.




32, Oakwood Road, Sturry


GRANTED

	
	b)
	CA/11/00341/FUL
Single and two storey rear extensions to dwelling




(Revised scheme)




81, Island Road, Sturry


GRANTED

	
	c)
	ENF/10/00675
Alleged breach of planning permission




Boarded House Farm, Canterbury Road,




Herne Common.



TO APPEAL   

	2753
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:

	
	a)
	CA/11/00676/FUL
Single storey side and rear extension to dwelling




98, Sweechgate, Broad Oak, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application

	
	b)

c)
	CA/11/0060/FUL
Single storey extension to rear of dwelling





3, Forge Close, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application
CA/11/00655/TPO
Fell one Sycamore tree and one Lime tree subject

                                 to T.P.O. No. 3 of 1986

                                 16, Sturry Hill, Sturry

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application

	
	d)
	Notice of proposed work to trees in a conservation area




Fell one Cypress tree in right hand corner of garden




3, The Hamels, Sturry 


It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application

	2754
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that under the part rental/part buy photocopier agreement terms a new updated model has been delivered under the same terms as before. 

	
	b)
	The Clerk reported that the Council’s Internal Auditor died last week, before the end of year of year audit was due. The external Auditors, Audit Commission, have informed the Clerk that, under the circumstances, the Council can approve the End of Year Return and send it to them without Part 4 (Internal Auditor’s Statement) and that Part 4 can be sent later when a new Internal Auditor has been appointed and has audited the accounts.
The Clerk is waiting for the list of Parish Council Internal Auditors from the Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC).

	
	c)
	The Personal Trainer has confirmed that he will be present on Wednesday 25 May from 3.30pm. to hold a personal training session at the outdoor gym in Park View Playing Field. 

	
	d)
	The Chairman reminded Councillors that the KALC Clerks Day will be held on Wednesday 15 June 2011 and the Councillors Conference will be held on Saturday 23 July 2011. Both will be held at the Lenham Community Centre in Lenham from 10am to 4pm. The Chairman strongly
recommended that Councillors attend the Conference as it would be very useful to newly elected Councillors and a refresher for other Councillors.
Action: Clerk to put on the next agenda.  

	2755
	
	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR FOR HERSDEN WARD

	
	
	Two candidates, Leisa Tracy and Peter Wenham applied for co-option for the Hersden vacancy. The vote was 5 to 4 in favour of Peter Wenham and he was duly co-opted onto the Parish Council as Councillor representing Hersden Ward.
Action: Clerk to write to Peter Wenham and inform CCC.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.36pm.

	
	
	

	
	
	                                                   Signed ………………………………………

	
	
	                                                                        Chairman

	
	
	                                                       Date ………………………………………


	The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 1 June 2011 at 7.30pm. at the Broad Oak Village Hall, Shalloak Road, Broad Oak.
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