MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT STURRY LIBRARY, HIGH STREET, STURRY

 ON WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE 2011

	PRESENT:  Cllrs. P. Topley (Chairman), G. Batter, R.E. Harradine, J. Rana, D. Bubb,  
                     S. Dann,  H. Taylor, S. Birch, P. Wenham, P. Louch  and A. Bubb
Also present were four members of the public.


	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2775
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	None received.

	2776
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	Cllr. Taylor stated that she is now the Chairman of ramp and needs to amend her Declarations of Interest Form.
Action: Clerk to send new form to Cllr. Taylor.

	2777
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1 June 2011 were approved and confirmed as a true record. 

	2778
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Outdoor Gym Safety Sign (SPC 6/4/11 Min. 2710 refers)
Roger Casement Signs have informed the Council that the sign will be delivered within the next week.

	
	b)
	Sturry Toilets New Signs Roger Casement Signs have informed the Council that the safety and maintenance signs, paid for by Canterbury City Council, will be delivered next week.  

	
	c)
	Post Box Link Road (SPC 18/5/11 Qu’s from the Public refers)
A reply has been received stating that Royal Mail will not be installing a post box because volumes of mail are declining and it would not be cost effective. The Clerk  has replied to the person who asked for the post box and has enclosed a copy of the letter.

	
	d)


	Park View Play Area Gate (SPC 1/6/11 Min. 2759 (c) refers)

D. Morgan confirmed that the replacement gate was made almost identically to the previous gate, but of superior quality. He understood that the previous gate was made for a play area and that the new gate would be a suitable replacement. The Play Inspection, carried out in July 2010 did not show up that the gate was not suitable, although it did point out missing fasteners & fixtures, and that a movement governor needed to be fitted or adjusted (Low-Medium Risk).  The next inspection is due at the end of July. The Clerk has contacted Digley Associates to highlight the gate and they have confirmed that a special inspection of the gate will be carried out.



	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	A member of the public reported that there is a potential development of the area around Canterbury West Station with a consequent loss of car parking spaces. This would also have consequences for Sturry residents and he urged the Council to make representations to Canterbury City Council.
Noted:

Action: Clerk to make enquiries

The same member of the public was concerned about the possible closure of Sturry Library and asked the Council to launch a campaign, similar to the one for the Sturry toilets, to prevent closure.

Noted



	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2779
	
	PCSO & WARDENS REPORTS

	
	a)
	KCC Community Warden Angela Pullen’s written report was received.

	
	b)
	KCC Community Warden Ken Campbell’s written report was received.

	2780
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting
It was AGREED to cancel cheque no. 5652 for £390.00 pending adjustments being carried out to the new gate at the Park View children’s play area.

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Taylor and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2781
	
	INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

	
	
	The new Internal Auditor, Arthur King, has written a full Internal report and signed section 4 of the Annual Return 2010-2011 stating that all procedures were properly carried out. For this financial year he has made recommendations that invoices are signed by two Councillors not authorised to sign cheques and that monthly bank reconciliation statements listing the bank account balances agreeing to the cash book are signed by the same two councillors.
RESOLVED: That the Chairman, Cllr. P. Topley is removed as a signatory and that Cllr. P. Wenham added as a new signatory.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs. P. Topley and J. Rana, as non-signatories, check and sign invoices and sign  monthly bank reconciliations after having checked that bank balances agree with the cash book. 

It was AGREED to sign the new signatory form at the end of the meeting.

	2782
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other items of correspondence have been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	The KCC Planning & Environment Minerals and Waste Development Framework – Regulation 25 Consultation has been received. The closing date for responses is Tuesday 26 July 2011 at 5pm.

	
	
	Action: Cllr. Topley to read and prepare a draft report for the approval of the Council.
Action: Clerk to put on agenda.

	
	b)
	A letter has been received from Carol Wrate, CCC Strategy & Enabling Officer asking to give a presentation on affordable rural housing at a Parish Council meeting. 

	
	
	It was AGREED that there were no areas in the Parish which could be identified for affordable housing and that a presentation was not required.

	
	c)
	An invitation has been received to the CCC community consultation event to be held on Monday 18 July at Augustine House from 6.00pm to 9.00pm
to launch the council’s consultation on its corporate plan (2011-2016). 
Action: Clerk to book by 17 June 2011.

	
	
	Action: Cllr. Batter to attend and report back to the Council.

	
	d)
	An email has been received from David Kincaid, CCC Conservation & Countryside Team Leader, asking if the council would be interested in helping to prepare an appraisal for Sturry which would include identifying locally important (but unlisted buildings) in a conservation area.
Action: Clerk to inform David Kincaid that Cllr. Louch would help with the appraisal.

	
	e)
	Kent Highways Services have asked Parish Councils to identify three areas where salt bins could be provided by them. Locations will be scored, but they are unable to confirm whether the salt bin will be provided.
The following locations were AGREED by the Council:

· Chislet Gardens (exact location to be confirmed by Cllr. Batter)

· Ince Road – near Sturry School and Paffard Court

· Deansway Avenue (on the slope)

The Clerk informed the Council that there is a Street Furniture budget of approximately £1,000 if more salt grit bins were needed.

Action: Clerk to put on agenda for October/November.

	
	f)
	The Clerk of Fordwich Town Council has informed the Council that the developers of the old Fordwich Garage are asking for temporary double yellow lines. It was decided to wait for confirmation from Kent Highways. 

	
	g)
	The Clerk reported that a Freedom of Information request, under the current Act, has been received from a person living in Canterbury. The Clerk has written back to ask for clarification on some points and to give the person an idea of costs involved, also stating that most of the information asked for can be found on the Parish Council website.

	
	h)
	All Parish Councillors were given, with the last agenda,  a copy of the Council’s Parish Council Training Statement of Intent Policy (a requirement for Quality Status), including Continuous Professional Development forms with subsistence/mileage claim forms. New Councillors were advised that the Training Policy Statement was a requirement of Quality Status and needs to be completed following attendance of training sessions or conferences.

	
	i)
	All Parish Councillors were given, with the last agenda, a copy of the Council’s Dignity at Work – Bullying & Harassment Policy.

	
	j)
	The Clerk reported that the Risk Management and Financial Regulations will be reviewed next month.

	2783
	
	DOG POOP SCOOP BAGS

	
	
	(SPC 18/5/11Min. 2747 refers)

The Deputy Clerk has sourced and ordered pet waste bags via Asda in Canterbury. If supplies prove difficult to obtain and/or are not bio-degradable Harrison’s Packaging have a cheaper version of their bio-degradable dog waste bags which would be a saving of £283.40  for 10,000 than the original printed bags.
It was AGREED to order whichever bags are the most suitable.



	2784
	
	PARISH COUNCIL OPENING HOURS

	
	
	(SPC 1/6/11 Min.2765 refers)

This item was deferred to the next meeting to give Councillors more time to read the Clerk’s statement of duties.



	2785
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	a)
	CA/11/00460/FUL
Single storey extension to rear of dwelling 

                                 and garage

21, Island Road, Sturry


GRANTED

	
	b)
	ENF/09/00093
Erection of a two storey house with associated




service road, boundary wall and fence 

                                 on the land Land adjacent to Calcott Hall, 

                                 Calcott Hill                                              TO APPEAL

	
	c)
	CA/11/00440/FUL
Retention with alterations of dwelling on 

                                 lot 1, erection of dwelling on plot 2,

                                 associated garaging and access road

                                 Land adjacent to Calcott Hall, Calcott

 Hill, Sturry




REFUSED

	2786
	
	REPORTS OF AN IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	It was reported that the casing to the spring of the new gate at the Park View children’s area has dropped and that the post was loose.

Action: Clerk to report to contractor.

	
	b)
	The new bank signatory form to delete Cllr. Topley and add Cllr. Wenham, as the new signatory, was signed.



	
	c)
	It was AGREED to hold another Councillor’s training session

Action: Clerk to arrange.



	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

	
	
	

	
	
	                                                   Signed ………………………………………

	
	
	                                                                        Chairman

	
	
	                                                       Date ………………………………………


	The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 July 2011 at 7.30pm. at the Hersden Neighbourhood Centre, The Avenue, Hersden
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