MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT BROAD OAK VILLAGE HALL, SHALLOAK ROAD, BROAD OAK

ON 1 JUNE 2011

	PRESENT:   Cllrs. P. Topley, (Chairman),  P. Wenham,  S. Birch, G. Batter, 
                     P. Louch,   H. Taylor, D. Bubb, S. Dann, R.E.Harradine and 
                     A. Bubb. 
Also present were County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. T. Austin and ten    members of the public.

	
	
	

	The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

	
	
	

	2756
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	An apology for absence was received from Cllr. J. Rana (approved)

	2757
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	
	None.

	2758
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 11 May 2011 and 18 May 2011 were approved and confirmed as true records.

	2759
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Dog Poop Scoop Bags (SPC 18/5/11 Min. 2747 refers) A Councillor asked who would be collecting the dog poop scoop bags from Asda. The Clerk answered that she would. 

	
	b)
	Franklyn House (SPC 18/5/11 Min. 2749 refers) A Councillor asked if the contractor has been decided yet. Dist. Cllr. Tony Austin answered that specifications were ready to be sent out and the decision will probably be made in 1-2 months time.

	
	c)
	Park View Play Area Gate (SPC 18/5/11 Min. 2748 refers) A Councillor said that the gate does not comply with the general safety requirements of EN1176, or disabled access clearance. 
Action: Clerk to make enquiries.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	The Chairman of the Sturry Over 50s Group referred to Min. 2767 and said that the Group does not need a Parish Council representative on the Committee. There is adequate communication between the Group and Sturry Parish Council and all copies of their Minutes and Newsletters are sent to the Clerk.
Noted
It was reported that local residents have asked for toilets to be installed in Park View Playing Field.

To be put on agenda

It was reported that a young boy was knocked down this morning in Park View and that speed humps were needed there.
Replied: Deputy Clerk waiting for a reply tomorrow from Terry Elvy, Kent Highways re: speed humps. 

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 


	2760
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	District Cllr. T. Austin reported on the following matters:

· The grass cutting specification for Serco states that all rubbish should be cleared before the grass is cut. Anyone who finds that this has not been done should telephone Serco on their free phone number in the Parish Council Magazine.
· The retention of the house at Calcott Hill was unanimously refused by the CCC Planning Committee and there is still an enforcement notice outstanding.

	
	b)
	County Cllr. Alan Marsh reported on the following:
· Kent Highways has already been informed about the need for speed reduction in the Park View area. A public consultation will be organised in order to get a consensus on the best options for reducing speed in the area.

· There is a problem with acoustics at Broad Oak Village Hall which needs to be remedied.

Action: Clerk to write to the Broad Oak Hall Committee.

· There is a possibility that Sturry Library will close sometime in the future. The Parish Council needs to look into taking it over with the aid and support of Canterbury City Council as part of localism. Cllr. Marsh urged the Parish Council to be prepared for Localism when the Act comes into force, probably this Autumn or early next Spring.
· The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee will be in about 12 month’s time and the Council was asked to produce a single scheme to celebrate it which will be supported and funded by County Cllr. Alan Marsh.

	2761
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. A. Bubb and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved. 

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2762
	
	APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2010

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011 be approved.
Cllr. H. Taylor abstained from voting stating that she only became a Parish Councillor in May of this year.

The Audit Commission Annual Return, including the Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

	2763
	
	APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR

	
	
	RESOLVED: To appoint  Arthur King CPFA as the Internal Auditor for Sturry Parish Council.
Action: Clerk to write to Arthur King and to ask for a CV.

	2764
	
	CLERKS REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	a)
	RESOLVED: That the Clerk attends Kent Highway Services Parish
Council Seminar to be held on Monday 11 July 2011 from 9.00am to 1pm. 

	2765
	
	PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE OPENING HOURS

	
	
	This item was put on the agenda at the request of Cllr. S. Birch following suggestions from members of the public to extend the opening hours to the public. (The Clerk’s Report attached to the agenda refers).
Action: Deferred to another meeting. Clerk to seek advice as this could have contractual implications.

	2766
	
	CHAIRMAN’S AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

	
	a)
	The Chairman reported that the Clerk, as part of her Continuous Professional Development, has achieved 20 points out of 18 points in the last year by attending seminars, conferences and other training sessions.

	
	b)
	The Chairman reminded Councillors to email or telephone the Clerk, in advance, with apologies and reasons for not attending a Parish Council meeting. If the office is closed they should contact the Chairman to give apologies so that they can be approved. 

	2767
	
	REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	
	
	The list of AGREED representatives on outside bodies is appended to these Minutes.

	2768
	
	KALC COUNCILLOR’S CONFERENCE

	
	
	RESOLVED: That Cllrs. P. Louch, P. Wenham and S. Dann attend the KALC Councillor’s Conference on Saturday 23 July 2011 at the Lenham Community Centre, Lenham from 10am to 4pm.  costing  £72.00 incl. VAT per member delegate. 
Action: Clerk to raise cheque and book.

	2769
	
	KALC CLERK’S CONFERENCE

	
	
	RESOLVED: That the Clerk and Deputy Clerk attend the KALC Clerk’s Conference on Wednesday 15 June 2011 at the Lenham Community Centre costing £72.00 incl. VAT per member delegate. 

Action: Clerk to raise cheque and book.

	2770
	
	REPORT ON NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE

	
	
	Cllr. Taylor asked for her query to be minuted and asked why three people had to attend the NALC Annual Conference and why some workshops were being attended by more than one delegate. It was explained to her that the conference is now held for one day rather than two days as in previous years and that not all modules would be covered if less people attended. The Clerk pointed out that the Council is committed to its Training Statement of Intent as a requirement of Quality Council Status and that the Deputy Clerk should attend as part of her contract and training. 

	2771
	
	CRIME PREVENTION WEEK

	
	
	RESOLVED: To give permission to Angela Pullen, KCC Rural Community Warden, to use the Library Green for a few hours on Tuesday 14 to Friday 17 June 2011, and to erect a gazebo to give out crime prevention information including Neighbourhood Watch, Crimestoppers and Trading Standards and to security mark personal possessions. 
Action: Clerk to inform Angela.


	2772
	
	PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/10/02174/FUL
Demolition of existing workshop and erection of




industrial unit




Unit 10, Wealden Forest Park, Canterbury Road




Herne Common, Sturry


GRANTED

	2773
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	a)
	CA/11/00506/FUL
Change of use of land from meadow to provide




sports pitches with associated fencing. Installation




of artificial grass pitch and multi use games area on 

                                 existing playing fields with associated flood    

                                 lighting, car park and




 alterations to fencing.




 Headmasters House, Milner Lane, Sturry   

It was AGREED that there were no objections to this planning application

	2774
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	Cllr. Peter Wenham signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office, as representative for Hersden Ward, on 19 May 2011.

	
	b)
	Councillors were asked to give their completed Declarations of Interest Forms to the Clerk by Friday 3 June 2011, so that she can photocopy them and send copies to Canterbury City Council in time for the deadline.

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 15 June 2011 at Sturry Library, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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