Sturry Parish Council

Chairman’s Report – Councillor Gabrielle Holden

Once more the past year has been a very busy one for the Parish Council and I am pleased to report on the very positive achievements for the benefit of Parish residents.

The Multi-Use Games Area has now been in operation for several months and its popularity is very satisfying.   However, shortly after its installation some of the lights were vandalised.   The reason for this is difficult to comprehend and the Council urges residents to report any such incidents as we all bear the costs of repairing damaged equipment. There have been some delays in connecting the electricity to the floodlights. This should have been completed last May, but we are still awaiting confirmation to connect the supply to the Guides & Scouts Headquarters supply. Protective guards will also be installed at the same time.
Following a Parish survey and being aware of the current economic situation, we wanted to provide free leisure equipment for all to enjoy. We have installed equipment for an outdoor gym suitable for people of all ages.   A grant of £10,000 has been received from the Big Lottery Fund towards the cost of this equipment, and we are also hoping to receive the sum of £1,075 from Kent County Council.   In addition to the larger equipment a Crazy Mayzee toddler climbing frame will also be installed. You will be interested to hear that to date this year we have received over £23,000 in grant funding.

An appeal to residents resulted in volunteers for the Grants Committee which enabled the following grants to be made:

Sturry Colts Football Team: £1,045 towards new goal posts and training    












       jackets               

Sturry Pre-School: £1,000 towards a playhouse

Sturry Football Club: £1,595 towards a new lawnmower

Broad Oak Play group: £360 towards a children’s outing and play clothes.

We have fulfilled many of the recommendations made by residents in the Action Plan.   We are constantly addressing the issue of dog fouling and our community warden has done a leaflet drop concerning this problem.   We are aware that speeding remains a serious problem and interactive signs will shortly be installed in significant speeding locations.

Last year everyone was concerned about the possible closure of the public toilets in Sturry and we are pleased to confirm these will be retained, their maintenance being the responsibility of the Parish Council from April 2011, with funding provided by Canterbury City Council until April 2012.  We are confident of being able to effect a reduction in the cost of maintenance to the toilets.

The Parish notice-board on Library Green was in a serious state of disrepair and the cost of a new board prohibitively high.   However, the local company, Crackin’ Glass, was able to effect an excellent refurbishment of the old board at a very reasonable price – we always seek to support local contractors whenever possible.

Individual councillors represent the Parish Council on outside bodies and community groups.   They also attend functions, training courses and conferences in order to widen their knowledge of the work of local councils.   You will have read in the latest issue of the Parish magazine our appeal for new councillors and anyone who is interested in contributing their time and experience to the work of the Parish should contact our Clerk, Liliana Jokic, for further information.   We are very pleased to have co-opted Pauline Louch, Peter Wenham and Tony Wenham as new Parish Councillors.   Sadly, Councillor Barbara Bradley resigned earlier in the year for family reasons. We also said farewell to Carol Outred, our Admin Assistant, but in her stead, as Deputy Clerk, we have appointed Mary-Clare Hutley.

You will be aware of the Localism Bill, currently being considered by Parliament, and the Sustainable Communities Act which will have a significant impact on local councils.   We will ensure that further information about the above will be made available to you through the Parish magazine, as soon as we learn of any changes which may affect us all.

I should like to express my thanks to Liliana Jokic for her contribution to the work of the Council, and to my colleagues on the Council whose teamwork enables us to fulfil our duties.   I should like to thank all our other members of staff for their contributions to the work of the Parish.

Appreciation must also be given to County Councillor Alan Marsh and District Councillor Tony Austin for their regular attendance at Parish Council meetings and continued support to the residents of Sturry.   Finally, I should like to thank our Police colleagues and Community Wardens for their support and commitment to the Parish.







