MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH   MEETING 

HELD AT STURRY JUNIOR SCHOOL, PARK VIEW, STURRY 

ON WEDNESDAY 30 MARCH 2011

	
	
	

	PRESENT: G. Holden (Chairman), J. Williams, P. Topley, R.E. Harradine, P. Wenham  

                    P. Louch and T. Wenham.
Also present were Liliana Jokic (the Clerk), Mary-Clare Hutley, Deputy Clerk, County Cllr. Alan Marsh, District Cllr. Tony Austin, P.C. Robin Macalpine-Downie, P.C.S.O. Kelly Greenwood, KCC Rural Community Warden Angela Pullen, Steve Mellers, Crimestoppers and 48 members of the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm



	1
	
	CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

	
	
	The Chairman, Cllr. Gabrielle Holden welcomed everybody and gave a short overview of the agenda.

	2
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. G. Batter and S. Dann (approved).

	3
	
	CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
The Chairman’s annual report is appended to these Minutes.
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	FINANCIAL REPORT
Cllr. Peter Topley’s report is attached to these Minutes.

	PRESENTATIONS
Two Sturry Youth Council members gave a presentation on their achievements and aspirations. (Presentation attached to these Minutes).
Derek Butler gave a presentation on plans to commemorate the bombing of Sturry this year. (Presentation attached to these Minutes).

District Cllr. Tony Austin presented the Chairman and Council the plaque, for safekeeping, from Franklyn House, commemorating the bombing of Sturry in 1941.  
THERE FOLLOWED A BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS
The public were given the opportunity to meet the Parish, County and District Councillors, visit the KCC Rural Community Wardens, P.C. and PCSOs stand, the Crimestoppers stand and Cllr. Williams “We Asked You Did” stand which was there to thank residents for donating used postage stamps for charity.
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	PARISH COUNCIL ACHEIVEMENTS

	
	
	Cllr. Glynis Batter compiled a “What We Did This Year” list which was given out to the public with the agenda and financial summary. The summary list of Parish Council achievements in 2010/2011 is appended to these Minutes. 
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	ELECTORS OPEN FORUM

(Notes on questions and statements from the public)

	
	
	The following issues were brought up by electors:

	
	i
	A member of the public asked if the Parish Council would lobby Kent County Council to re-instate the concessionary bus pass times to start at 9am, as before, instead of 9.30am. 

	
	ii
	Complaints regarding pot holes, mechanical street sweeper cleaning, train barriers down too long, police and fire budget cuts and substandard service from County and District Councils 

	
	iii
	Traffic management in the Park View area and estate was poor. Suggestions made were safety barriers at all gates to the Park View playing field, double yellow lines on both sides of Link Road, or making Link Road a one way street to traffic, north to south, to slow cars down around the play areas.
A question was raised as to how much improvements to traffic calming would cost and if money was an issue to Kent Highways would the Parish Council contribute to the cost. The County Councillor said that KCC are responsible for the Queen’s highway, using only recommended contractors which would determine the price. 
It was suggested that all access gates on the playing field have a safety barrier to prevent children from running on to the roads.

The Council stated that Kent Highways were asked last year to paint “SLOW” on the Park View road and this was logged. Nothing to date has been done due to lack of funding.

Already achieved:

	
	
	Risk assessment of new outdoor gym area completed in March. On next agenda recommendation for a safety sign to be erected in this area and for a new litter bin to be purchased

	
	
	A safety barrier to the children’s area gate was installed last year. (There are two other entrances to the playing field, one on Link Road and one on the junction of Link Road and Park View).

	
	iv
	A question on disability access to the Cemetery was raised. Concerns were raised of the safety of the Cemetery/graves if key holders omit to lock the large double gates thereby allowing vandals to access the area. The question of liability was also raised if damage was done to graves by cars visiting the Cemetery. It was suggested that the Sturry Parish Council staff are made far more available to open the Cemetery gates on demand. It was also suggested to widen the pedestrian gate and alter the large double gates, by halving one of them to provide disabled access.

	
	
	Already achieved: Following a disability audit of the Parish Council Office and Cemetery, carried out in February, a decision was made by the Council on 2 March 2011 to give keys to the double gates to all disabled users who apply for them. The suitability of this solution is being monitored and the question will be re-visited if problems arise. This information will be printed in the June Parish Council magazine.


	
	v
	A resident asked if the plaque, commemorating the bombing of Sturry, would be replaced on the new Franklyn House building once erected. 
District Cllr. T. Austin replied that the point of the Parish Council having the
plaque now was for the commemoration exhibition and felt it was the Parish Council’s decision as to where to erect the plaque later. The Clerk said that the idea was to put the plaque on the new building and it would be discussed at a future Parish Council meeting.

	
	vi
	A question was raised as to why the Cemetery budget was higher this year and why the salaries budget was higher.
The Clerk answered that the Cemetery is self funding and not paid for from the Precept. The increase in the salary  budget was because the Admin Assistant, when she retired, was replaced by a Deputy Clerk which is an entirely different 

job description and included a pension. Please note that the Clerk will not be receiving a pension when she leaves the post.

	
	vii
	A resident asked for an assurance that the floodlights for the Multi Use Games Area, on Park View playing field, would soon be in use.

	
	
	The Clerk answered that Canterbury City Council gave permission to use electricity from a nearby street lighting column and EDF Energy was approached in March 2010 to connect the electricity. The Council was told that the work would be done in 9-12 months time. The Council considered an alternative solution which would be cheaper and quicker which was to ask the Guides & Scouts Committee for permission to connect to their electricity meter. EDF verbally confirmed to them, in May 2010, that the work could be done. Since then the Guides & Scouts Committee have been waiting for written permission from EDF.

	
	viii
	Residents questioned the Parish Council Office opening hours and were told that the office is open from 9-12 noon for the public to visit, but staff are available for telephone enquiries until 4pm. each weekday.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	The public were assured that their comments would be discussed at a future Council meeting.
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.50 p.m. 

	

	
	
	                                          Signed …………………………………….     

                                                       Chairman

                                              Date …………………………………….  
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