MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF STURRY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE STURRY LIBRARY, HIGH STREET, STURRY
ON 11 MAY 2011

	PRESENT:   Cllrs. Gabrielle Holden, (Chairman),  Ashley  Bubb, Glynis  Batter,   
                     Pauline Louch,   Peter Topley, Steven Birch, Heather Taylor,
                     Rosemary  E.Harradine, Shirley Dann , Jazz Rana and David Bubb.

Also present were District Cllr. Tony Austin and nine members of the public.
The Chairman, Cllr. G. Holden opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

All Councillors signed the Declarations of Acceptance of Office forms in the presence of the Clerk who signed the forms as the Proper Officer to the Council.

	
	
	

	2727
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	
	Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr. Alan Marsh
and District Cllr. Georgina Glover.

	2728
	
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

	
	
	Cllr. P. Topley was nominated by Cllr. G. Batter and seconded by Cllr. S. Dann.
Cllr. H. Taylor was nominated by Cllr. S. Birch and seconded by Cllr. A. Bubb.

Both candidates received five votes each and the outgoing Chairman, Cllr. Holden, used her casting vote to vote for Cllr. Topley.

Cllr. Topley was duly elected as Chairman for the year.

Cllr. Topley took the Chair and resumed the meeting. In his speech he thanked Gabrielle Holden for her hard work and commitment to the Council and welcomed the new Councillors.

	2729
	
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

	
	
	Cllr. G. Batter was nominated by Cllr. R.E. Harradine and seconded by
Cllr. Dann.

Cllr. H. Taylor was nominated by Cllr. A. Bubb and seconded by Cllr. S. Birch.

Both candidates received  five votes each and the new Chairman, Cllr. Topley used his casting vote to vote for Cllr. Batter.

Cllr. Batter was duly elected as Vice Chairman for the year.

	2730
	
	MINUTES

	
	
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2011 were approved  and confirmed as a true record by five Councillors present at that meeting.

	2731
	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	a)
	Royal Wedding Celebrations (SPC 20/4/11 Min. 2718 (c) refers) The day which started at 11am. was very well attended and people were still there at 7pm. even though the Bouncy Castle did not turn up. The feedback was very positive and the Golden Lion landlords collected £80 in donations towards the Air Ambulance Fund and Children’s Happy Days Fund.

	
	b)
	Sturry Youth Council Environmental Project (SPC 20/4/11 Min. 2723 refers)

	
	
	The Clerk attended the Sturry Youth Council meeting last Friday to present the suggestion for the wildlife area at Park View. The Council was very enthusiastic and already had ideas on how and where to research the project.

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT THIS JUNCTURE TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	
	

	All questions and statements from the public are noted and filed in the Parish Council Office.
Three members of the public were concerned that there may be a division in the new Council. 
Action: Clerk to write a response on behalf of the Chairman.

One member of the public commented on the Royal Wedding Celebrations at the Golden Lion regarding adults paying £1 for the barbeque food.

The Clerk responded verbally that it was a voluntary donation and that the £80 collected went towards two local charities, the Air Ambulance and the Children’s Happy Days Fund.  

	
	
	

	THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED 

	
	
	

	2732
	
	FINANCE

	
	a)
	To approve payment of accounts presented at this meeting

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Batter and AGREED that the payments listed (appended to these Minutes) be approved.

	
	b)
	To report on monies received

	
	
	All financial reports are appended to these Minutes.

	2733
	
	BANK SIGNATORIES

	
	
	RESOLVED: To delete Gabrielle Holden as a cheque signatory and to add Cllr. A. Bubb. It was confirmed that Cllrs. Topley, Harradine and Batter would remain as existing bank signatories.  

	2734
	
	STURRY TOILETS ELECTRICITY CONTRACT

	
	
	The new EDF contract was signed by the Clerk and the Direct Debit mandate was signed by two Councillors.
Action: Clerk to copy and send the original.

	2735
	
	CLERK’S REPORT

	
	
	All other correspondence has been dealt with within these Minutes.

	
	
	Full Risk Assessments of St. Nicholas Churchyard and the Cemetery and Bus stops were completed by the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk on 20 April 2010, the Centenary Woodland and Park View Playing Field/Children’s play area on 21 April 2011. The remaining Amenity areas and the Hersden Recreation ground and Play Area will be completed as soon as possible.

	2736
	
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	a)
	District Cllr. Austin reported on the following:
· That he has handed over a petition, containing 900 signatures, to Canterbury City Council regarding limiting the speed on the A291and he has asked that it be considered by the Joint Transportation Board.
· That he has been suggested as the representative on Railway meetings and will put forward ideas to reduce the length of time the level crossing at Sturry is closed.

· That Park View residents were concerned, following anti-social behaviour in the area, that the CCTV camera that has been erected will impinge on their privacy. Cllr. Austin assured residents that there were stringent rules in place regarding viewing CCTV camera footage.

	2737
	
	REVIEW OF INSURANCE POLICY

	
	
	The Clerk reported that the only difference between last year and this year is the addition of the Public toilets which have been insured for £63,908.25 (as CCCs valuation). Came & Co. is offering the opportunity to move the renewal date from June to October due to the timing of end of year accounts. This will provide the Parish Council 16 months cover for the price of 12 months and if the Parish Council agrees to a 3 year long term agreement would give a 12% discount over the 3 year period equivalent to 4 months free cover (the normal discount is 5%).   The next renewal date would be 1 October 2012.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To renew the contract with Came & Co. and to move the renewal date to 1 October 2012 which will provide 16 months cover for the price of 12 months and to sign the three year long term agreement  which includes a 12% discount over the three year period.

Action: Clerk to write to Came & Co.

	2738
	
	GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORKS

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the following quotations from J. Caddick:
· Maintenance of Broad Oak Common (Minutes 20 April 2011 refer) for £230 p.a. (at present £350 p.a.) which would include maintenance of the flower bed and 12 cuts per season - once every 3 weeks.

· To remove a fallen tree and cut down 2 dead trees in the Cemetery for £50.00.

· To lay grass seeds on the bare areas all around the Multi Use Games Area for £20.

	
	
	Action: Clerk to write to the Contractor.

	2739
	
	PLAY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS

The Clerk reported that the bearings on the Whirlybird play equipment had worn and confirmed that the risk factor was very low.

	
	
	RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Wicksteed to replace the bearing on the Whirlybird play equipment at the children’s play area in Park View for £203.00. 
Action: Clerk to write to Wicksteed.

	2740
	
	REPORTS OF AN URGENT OR SPECIAL NATURE

	
	a)
	The Clerk reported that the official opening of the outdoor gym and personal training session has been scheduled for Wednesday 25 May 2011 at 3.30pm. Confirmation of the date and/or time will follow shortly.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

The Clerk presented an induction training session to all Councillors relating to basic procedures. New Councillors were given an information pack 

	
	
	

	Date of the next meeting- The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 18 May 2010 at the Sturry Library, High Street, Sturry

	                                                  Signed………………………………….

                                                                                  Chairman


	                                                          Date……………………………………
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