Sturry Parish Council

Chairman’s Report – Councillor Gabrielle Holden

This has been a busy year for the Parish Council, with some very positive achievements and some disappointments.

The economic recession has meant that grant funding for the Youth and Community Centre could not be obtained, and therefore the project is in abeyance for the present time. We need the involvement of Parish residents in establishing an events committee as some grants may be available for which the Parish Council is not eligible to apply but will give support to such a committee in the process of obtaining grants.

We are delighted to announce that the construction of the Multi-Use Games Area will soon begin thanks to a generous grant from Viridor and some financial support from the Sturry Over Fifties Club. The company Park Leisure will undertake the work, and we hope to open the Games Area in time for an improvement in the weather.

Whilst remaining with the theme of outdoor activities, at the request of the Sturry Under 8s Football Club, the Parish Council obtained a grant of £1,500 from Kent County Council for 7-a-side goal posts and nets in Park View playing field. The Hersden play area has benefited from new equipment and safety surfacing, installed by Park Leisure.

It is unfortunate that whilst most children enjoy and benefit from the play areas, there is a minority of young people who have vandalised the expensive equipment the Council has provided. The cost of repairing and replacing damaged equipment is borne by the residents of the Parish and reduces the money available for other projects.

We are all pleased to have a new sign for the Parish – “Welcome to Sturry” – on Bakery Green. The Parish Council was grateful for the sponsorship money covering the full cost of the signs from 4Delivery who were involved in the flood prevention work at Bakery Green.

A significant item in this report must be the Parish Plan, about which the Council has received many favourable comments. This was a considerable project & I should like to extend my appreciation to everyone who participated in bringing it to fruition.

When we recently reviewed the Action Plan, it became clear that we had listened to the recommendations made by residents and some of these have already been achieved: dog fouling, speeding and vandalism were some of the issues raised. I have alluded to this last point in relation to play equipment. When incidents are reported they are rigorously followed up whenever sufficient details are given to our police colleagues.

There is now a dog ban on the playing field; the Council continues to provide “poop-scoop” bags and the appointment of a dog inspector by Canterbury City Council means that culprit dog walkers can be certain of a fine.

We hope that the “kill your speed” signs around the Parish are effective. We cannot resolve the problem of speeding but our Police Officer and PCSOs with their speed-gun report the effectiveness of targeting dangerous roads such as Sturry Hill. Our Police colleagues are also alert to illegal parking which was one of the concerns raised in the Action Plan.

The Parish Council and residents alike were astonished by the news that Canterbury City Council proposed to close  the public toilets in Sturry for budgetary reasons. As an outstanding example of a common purpose and “people power” 630 residents demonstrated in a petition to Canterbury the strength of feeling about that Council’s intentions. The outcome of this, as you may be aware, is that the Parish Council is to assume responsibility for running the toilets, with funding from Canterbury for two years. We will keep you informed of the final details. Thank you to all who supported the fight to keep this essential public service.

Individual councillors represent the Parish Council on outside bodies and community groups. They also attend functions, training courses and conferences in order to widen their knowledge of the work of local councils.

It has been a privilege to represent the Council throughout the year, and I should like to thank my colleagues on the Council who have worked together so co-operatively, each bringing particular skills to the aims of the Council. Of course without our Clerk, Liliana Jokic, and our Administrative Assistant, Carol Outred, who also acts as Cemetery Superintendent, the Council could not function so effectively, and we all appreciate their contribution.

I should like to thank all our other members of staff for their contributions to the work of the Parish. A final thank you must be given to our Police Colleagues, to County Councillor Alan Marsh and District Councillor Tony Austin for their regular attendance at Parish Council meetings and continued support to the residents of Sturry.

Finally I should like to welcome formally our new Parish Councillor for Hersden, Shirley Dann, who was co-opted in February 2010. We also look forward to hearing from others in the Parish who may be interested in becoming a Councillor.







